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Worship God.
Follow Jesus.

Serve Others.

“Do not pervert justice or show partiality. Do not accept a bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise
and twists the words of the righteous. Follow justice and justice alone, so that you may live and
possess the land the Lord you God is giving you.” Deuteronomy 16:19-20

Dear Friends in Christ,

The Word of God is very clear in both the Old and New Testament that there is an expectation for the
people of God to always, and everywhere, be people of integrity and righteousness. Quite clearly this
is described in the Bible as people who do not pervert justice or show partiality, who are not
prejudiced or bigoted in their relationships.

Regrettably, there have been disturbing incidents of racial discrimination, prejudice and violence
against persons of color and ethnic origin in recent weeks and in various locations in our country and
around the world. This not only disturbs us who share the Spirit of God, but surely grieves the very
heart of God directly. When individuals reject and violate the person-hood of people who are equally
created in God’s image, it must break the heart of the One who created us all.

Such prejudice and bigotry is a sin that is not new in its appearance, but has grievously infected the
human race and made ugly the relationships between persons for centuries. Sometimes the
manifestation of such injustice has been owned and practiced by nations and races, not just
individuals and neighbors. This has served to magnify and multiply the sin that separates us from
each other and our God.

The forgiveness of God through Jesus Christ is wonderfully inclusive of the most egregious and
numerous sin. This includes the sin of injustice, inequality, prejudice, discrimination and bigotry. We
all may be forgiven of such attitude and behavior, but the forgiveness contains the expectation of
correction and abstinence from all previous sinful behavior and attitude. As Jesus told the forgiven
sinner in the gospel, “Go, and sin no more.”

Such is the expectation for each of us who take the name of Jesus today. We mercifully and
graciously receive the forgiveness of God for all our sin and then move confidently and intentionally
into the future as persons living in right relationship with God and others.

Blessings,

Wade Panse, Pastor



VIRTUAL GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE
We invite you to worship Good Friday, April 2, at any time. The
service will be televised through the regular connections at Sermon
Videos | Cassopolis United Methodist Church .A Tenebrae will be
observed, meaning going from light to dark, as we remember these
final hours of Jesus’ life and his ultimate death. Participating in

worship, based on the Gospel of John Chapters 18&19, are:

Narrator- Pastor Karen Wheat; Servant – Vicki Beebe; Priest – Jim Beebe;

Peter – Bob Sumption; Pilate – Zack May-Fox; Jesus – Vince Wheat; Soldier - Cacy May.

Candles are extinguished by Wesley Wheat.

Music and Percussion will be provided by Audrey Fenwick, Vince Wheat, and Cacy May.

This Service of Shadows will help us reflect and remember Christ’s sacrifice, so that we are better
prepared to truly appreciate the joy of Easter.

REOPENING FOR WORSHIP

Thank you for your patience as we make every effort to provide a safe and healthy sanctuary for worship.
Having been closed for in person worship for over 12 months, it is a privilege and a challenge for us to return.
We are adjusting and revising each week as we discover what works best for all of us. Here is what you can do
to assist in this time of transition:
1. Pray for continued safety, protection and good health for you and all who gather for worship.

2. If you are uncomfortable coming to church at this time and feel it is too soon to gather in a group setting,
please stay at home. We are continuing to create and place online a worship service each week for those who
are at home.

3. When you choose to attend worship on a Sunday morning, or a Bible Study mid week, please plan to wear a
mask over nose and mouth, maintain an appropriate distance between yourself and others, and wash or
sanitize your hands frequently.

4. Receive a COVID vaccine at your earliest convenience.

5. If you are not feeling well or are exhibiting any signs of illness, please stay at home.

https://cassopolisumc.org/sermon-videos/
https://cassopolisumc.org/sermon-videos/


A WORD OF THANKS

Patti and I wish to thank the church for the generous and gracious allowance
of our absence during the months of January, February and March. We
enjoyed our time south is slightly warmer climate, but most of all, we
appreciated the opportunity for travel, relaxation, renewal and refreshment.

And also, we thank the church for praying for our daughter, Julie, who was
diagnosed with breast cancer and has begun chemo therapy in anticipation of
surgery this fall. The Lord has clearly heard and answered your prayers as
many things have “fallen” into place with schedules, resources, physicians,
counsel, guidance, comfort, patience and courage. Thank you.

And a sincere word of appreciation for Rev. Karen Wheat and her husband,
Vince. They have provided outstanding service and preaching during our
absence. Wade & Patti Panse

Dear Cassopolis Friends,

Thank you so much for allowing me the opportunity to
serve as your Interim Pastor during Pastor Wade’s
hiatus. It has been a joyful and rewarding experience,
for both myself and my husband Vince. Thanks
especially for the love gift. It is very much appreciated.
My only regret is that I never got to actually meet most
of you face to face. I pray you might invite me back
again sometime, so I get to know you all even better.

Blessings to you all!
Pastor Karen Wheat

From your Church Secretary

What are your thoughts about the format of this newsletter? I know it is
simple and elementary, but I try to make it easy and clear for those reading it
on-line. If you think it is time to move to a column format, more like a
newspaper, please let me know. Or, if you have other ideas to improve the
newsletter, I am open to all suggestions. Please call or email. Vicki Beebe



Can you sing? Play the guitar, violin, piano or other? Do you
know someone who can? We would welcome any special music to
our weekly online or in-person worship. Please let the office know if

you can provide.

March/April Upper Rooms are now available.
Pick up one in the mailbox by the back door to
the churchor in the Sanctuary on Sunday

morning.

We hhave received the 2020 Year End Report from Helping Hands. You may see the
entire report in the church office, but to condence it here: “Because of everyone’s
generous donations, we came into this new year in a strong position to continue
serving our community, along with the ability to grow our programs and reach more
people.”
-- Provided 754 families with food boxes, a total of 2,096 individuals (need in 2020
was reduced due to increase in food stamps)

-- Utility assistance for 40 individuals ($4,123.95)

-- 53 student food backpacks distributed each week in October

-- 40 senior citizens received laundry and personal care items

-- Also assisted with household items, medications and clothes throughout the year.

The Cassopolis United Methodist Church was listed as a donor to Helping Hands. Let’s
continue our help in 2021.



Our SEWING SOWERS group is meeting on a regular basis now. Their normal meeting time
is the third Tuesday of each month, 10 AM here at the church, and they usually enjoy a
fellowship lunch during their meeting. If you would like to visit and see what they do,

please feel free to come on a third Tuesday.

Grieving the death of a spouse? Know someone who is?
Find help at the GriefShare LOSS OF A SPOUSE seminar.

Monday, April 12 at 6:30 PM
Adamsville Road Church of God

51287 CR 7, Elkhart, IN
574-264-7255

GriefShare.arcog@gmail.com

As we return to in-person worship this spring, it is
nice to have altar flowers to brighten up our

sanctuary. If you cannot bring in the flowers, you
may leave a $20 check with the church secrertary
and she will purchase the flowers for you. The

flowers may be dedicated to whomever you choose.
Also, many of us will soon be having flowers in our

home gardens! Sign up in Wood Hall.



Don’t forget we are still collecting “God” Dollars in the jug in the sanctuary.
“God” dollars are bills with a prominent G on the face, and a serial number
beginning with the letter G. All monies collected go to worthy causes in the

community. Thank you.

SERMON SCHEDULE FOR APRIL

April 4 EASTER Resurrection “This We Know” Acts 10:34-43
John 20:1-18

April 11 Jesus Christ “This We Proclaim” 1 John 1:1-2:2
April 18 Righteousness “This We Do” 1 John 3:1-7
April 25 Love “This We Love” 1 John 3:16-24

BIBLE STUDY TUESDAYS, APRIL 27 THROUGH MAY 25
You are invited to join with us on Tuesday evenings at 6:30 for Bible Study in the
Fellowship Hall. Our Pastor, Wade Panse, will lead us in an interesting study of
“Great Questions from the Bible”. While we are unable to enjoy refreshments
together, we can still enjoy and participate in study and discussion of Holy
Scripture.

Class will begin promptly at 6:30 and will conclude by 7:30. So please join with us
for this hour of lively conversation and learning. Bring your own Bible and bring a
friend or family member if you wish. The Lord will be there, and we hope you will
be too.
April 27 Where Are You? Genesis 3:9

May 4 Is the Young Man Safe? 2 Samuel 18:32

May 11 What Shall I do with Jesus? Matthew 27:22

May 18 Why? Judges 6:13

May 25 Can the Ethiopian Change His Skin? Jeremiah 13:23



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1

Maundy
Thursday

2
(on-line service)
Good Friday

3

4
Worship 10 AM
Communion

EASTER

5 6 7 8 9 10

Diane
Sumption

11
Worship 10 AM

12

GriefShare Loss
of a Spouse
Seminar

13 14

Bill Westrate

15

Monica
McMichael

16 17

Daphne Krager

18
Worship 10 AM

Noisy offering -
Special
Olympics

19 21 22 23

Bonnie
Checkley

24

Lutheran
Church food

pantry 11:30 - 1

25
Worship 10 AM

Kimberly
Garver

26

Sarah Stanage

28 29 30

Kimberly &
Larry Garver

If your special date does not appear on this calendar, please let the office know.


