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Worship God.
Follow Jesus.

Serve Others.
A NOTE FROM PASTOR WADE PANSE:

“I remember my affliction and my wandering, the bitterness and the gall. I well remember them, and my soul is
downcast within me. Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have hope:
Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassion never fails. They are new every
morning; great is your faithfulness. I say to myself, “the Lord is my portion; therefore I will wait for him.”

Lamentations 3:19-24
Dear Friends in Christ,

The liturgical season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday and lasts for 40 days not including
Sundays. In this year 2020 that means Lent begins on Wednesday, February 26 and concludes
on Saturday, April 11. It is traditionally a time for reflection and preparation before the
celebrations of Easter. The 40 day observance is intended to replicate the sacrifice and
personal withdrawal of Jesus Christ into the wilderness for 40 days.

The Christian church has often invited believers to choose a means of personal sacrifice for
themselves including fasting, praying and abstinence in order to focus on Jesus Christ and our
relationship with Him. This sacrifice has often included a dietary or behavioral change which
denies personal privilege or pleasure, and is substituted with the intentional remembrance
and reflection upon Jesus Christ and His sacrifice for us.

This season of Lent, Pastor Sheila and I have agreed to preach a series entitled “Giving It Up”
which is based on larger principles of denial that Scripture teaches and extends beyond a 40
day abstinence. So for the six Sundays of Lent and the Sunday of Easter we will be identifying
the necessary sacrifice, or “Giving Up” of control, expectations, superiority, enemies, lives,
popularity and death.

Sheila and I invite your prayers for our preparation and preaching of these Biblical truths and
look forward to worshiping with you each Sunday. See you in church!

Blessings, Wade Panse, Pastor



Also from Pastor Panse:

SMILE
Golfers never diet. They live on greens.

SCRIPTURAL ENCOURAGEMENT

“Give thanks to the Lord Almighty, for the Lord is good; his love endures forever.”
Jeremiah 33:11

TIME CHANGE

Remember to change your clocks on Sunday, March 8! Daylight Savings Time begins!
Spring forward one hour!

From Pastor sheila Baker

Greetings from my computer to each of you!!!

I am happy to be back with you again for three months while Pastor Wade and Patti enjoy
warmer weather. The time has quickly gone and we are now in our Lenten Season and into
March. Where does the time go? That is a question that myself and many others ask….

During the Lenten Season, many people give up certain things for the forty days of Lent – my
mother always gave up her favorite thing – chocolate…But she also always enjoyed the
Chocolate Easter Bunny that we gave her each Easter…. Last year I suggested instead of giving
up something, that we try adding something into our daily lives – maybe spending more time
in the Bible, praying, doing a good deed for others, etc.

This Lenten Season the sermon series is “Giving It Up”…and I pray that each of us know that
there are things God wants us to give up – not just for Lent but forever. Here is what we will
be focusing on:

Week 1 – March 1: Giving Up Control – Genesis 2:15-17 and Matthew 4:1-11
Week 2 – March 8: Giving Up Expectations – Genesis 12:1-4a and John 3:1-17
Week 3 – March 15: Giving Up Superiority – John 4:5-42
Week 4 – March 22: Giving up Enemies – Luke 19:37-44
Week 5 – March 29: Giving Up Our Lives – Ezekiel 37:1-14; John 11:1-45 (continued…)



Week 6 – Palm Sunday: Giving Up Popularity – Matthew 21:1-11
Week 7 – Easter Sunday: Giving Up Death – Acts 10:34-43; John 20:1-18

May the peace and love of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of us as we journey through our
Lenten Season. See you in church!

Pastor Sheila

thank you note received

Dear Cassopolis Church Family,
Thank you so much for the very generous Christmas gift, and also for allowing me to

work by playing piano for you! It is really the highlight of my week seeing all your smiling
faces and enthusiasm for Jesus. I’m so thankful for all of you!

Love, Audrey Fenwick

We are continuing to collect “God Dollars” in the jug in the
sanctuary. Any dollar bill with a prominent G on the face is
a ‘God Dollar’. The last time we emptied the jar we collected

$957. Lets beat that total in the spring!

Some of our new attendees may be wondering why we have a
shopping cart in our fellowship hall. Well, we bring in non-
perishable food and place these items in the cart to be delivered to
Helping Hands. Helping Hands then distributes the food to those
who need it in the community. Along with food, Helping Hands
needs paper products and toiletry items. Please help us fill the cart!



Please let the office know if you have a pastoral need while Reverend Wade Panse is
away. He has made arrangements with Rev Sheila Baker and Rev Scott Ottis of

Edwardsburg to cover any needs that may arise during March.

Our altar is so beautiful decorated with any flowers. If you would like to adorn our altar with a
flower arrangement, a plant or a vase of flowers, please do so. You may sign up on the

volunteer sheet in Wood Hall.

ELDER LAW 101
We have received a flier from attorney Michael Walling inviting us to a seminar covering the important points
of Elder Law, as well as answering any questions you may have. This seminar is on Thursday, April 9, 9:30 -
11:30 AM at Porter Baptist Church, 12032 Teasdale Lake St, Constantine, MI 49042. To register call and leave
a message at 269-435-7493. Refreshments will be served.

Please take the time to sign up for ushering, greeting, refreshments,
worship leader, children’s chat…whatever you can do. All of it is easy
and helps so much each Sunday morning. We need to start filling up

April, May & June. Thank you so much.

Our next Hearty Fellowship Lunch is
on March 29, immediately following
worship. We will be cooking a turkey

from our freezer, so keep that in mind
when thinking of what to prepare for
the lunch. Bring whatever you want,

and STAY FOR LUNCH.



By a vote of our membership last September, our parsonage in Howell Point was put on the
market for sale. We now have a signed Buy/Sell agreement, and the deal should close this

month. Thank you to Sue Loux and the Trustees for all their work on this matter.

APPRECIATION FOR PASTOR SHEILA & KEITH BAKER
March is our last month with Pastor Sheila and Keith before Pastor Wade &
Patti return from their respite in the south. Not only are the Bakers faithful

in their service to us, but Sheila brings a message each week that is
interesting and thought-provoking. The couple drive here from Gobles each
week, and have become an integral part of our church family. Their checks
are issued to various charities, including the Greater Kalamazoo Area Food
Bank of which they are active members. Please take time to thank them for

all they do with/for us.

Our next dance for the residents of the local LADD
Homes and the Special Olympics team members is

Friday, March 20, 4:30 PM here at church.
Please see Kelley or Bob Nickel and let them know if
you can help set-up, clean-up, chaperone/serve or

provide desserts. Thank you for your assistance for
this festive event.



You are the source behind all the smiling faces around the world each year. Without
your heart for children, there would be no goodness that God spreads through

Operation Christmas Child.
We did fabulously at the Penn Friends receiving center this year. Last year we broke
the 1,000 box mark and were praying to top 1,100 this year. But you eleven churches
broke the record with 1,384 boxes. We all show love to children around the world who

would perhaps never know of Christ except for your shoebox gift.
Thank you for your consistent giving, Spurgeon & Deb Wiggins

\

“
As church secretary, I see a lot of what goes on “behind the scenes” to keep the
church running efficiently. Beside those wonderful folks who volunteer weekly for

ushering, refreshments, etc., we have people who take on a continuing role that keeps
them busy each week or each month throughout the year. In each newsletter I will
highlight an “unseen hero” of our church who takes on a continuing job for us.

A report from:

This month I want to highlight Bob & Diane Sumption for their mostly
unseen work in the church. Bob and Diane quietly change the

paraments in the church for each season of our Christian year. They
also collect the noisy offering each month, and deliver it to the financial
secretary ready to be deposited. Bob is also ready and able to assist with
technical problems which arise with our audio/visual system. Thank you

Bob & Diane for your quiet assistance in our church.



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Worship - 10 AM
Communion

Iva Zillmer

2 3 4 5 6

Ed Atkinson

7

8
Worship - 10 AM

Trustees meet
after worship

Daylight
Savings time

begins-SPRING
FORWARD 1 HR

9

Robert “Bill”
Checkley

10 11 12 13 14

15
Worship - 10 AM

Noisy Offering -
Special
Olympics

16 17
Sewing Sowers
meet 10 AM

18 19

First Day
of Spring

20

LADD/Special
Olympics
Dance

21

22
Worship - 10 AM

23 24 25 26 27

Mike & Char
Hiemstra

28

Lutheran
Church Food
Pantry 11:30 - 1

29
Worship - 10 AM

HEARTY
FELLOWSHIP

LUNCH

30 31

If your special date does not appear on this calendar, please let the office know.

Come join us soon and beat the Easter crowd!


