
Newsletter
February 2020

Worship God.
Follow Jesus.

Serve Others.
A NOTE FROM PASTOR WADE PANSE:

Dear Friends in Christ,

Many in our local church and denomination have been reading with interest the many articles
that have been published in recent weeks regarding imminent separation or division within
our United Methodist Church. Unfortunately, many of the articles have given the impression
that such division has already occurred or been agreed upon. That is not accurate.

In the United Methodist Church it is only the General Conference of the Church (which meets
this next May in Minneapolis) that has authority to make any decision and speak for the larger
Church. In the Open Forums that I have led in our local church, this fact has been emphasized.
The General Conference alone speaks for the denomination.

But also in our Open Forums I have shared the various proposals being presented to the
General Conference with each proposal being an attempt to bring healing and reconciliation as
well as putting an end to the tension and strife that presently exists within the denomination.
Those who were in attendance at the Open Forum, or who read the materials presented, will
remember that in addition to the prepared petitions from various sources, I reported that
there were also continuing negotiations occurring between the dissenting factions in the
church who were working to prepare and present a more acceptable possibility for resolution
of difficult issues. It is the work of that negotiating team that has now published the work of
their efforts and titled the proposal a “Protocol for Reconciliation and Grace through
Separation.” The release of this document is what has triggered numerous articles and
responses by both secular and religious institutions.

When I return to Cassopolis in April, we will have another Open Forum at church to bring us up
to date as to the proposals and possible action of the General Conference when they meet in
May. We will also want to look at what consequence such action will have on the local church.

(continued…)



Until then, we all would do well to follow the advice of my friend and colleague Jack Harnish
who wrote to the Michigan Conference saying “We all should take a deep breath.” There is no
action to which we can intelligently and appropriately respond until the General Conference
meets in Minneapolis in May. With that advice in mind, let me add that we should pray.

Let us pray that the Holy Spirit will bring to our United Methodist denomination wisdom,
peace, healing, forgiveness, clarity, understanding and direction for our witness and ministry
to the world in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ.

Blessings, Wade Panse, Pastor

First, our continuing thanks to Pastor Shelia Baker who so willingly and capably fills our pulpit
again this winter. Her commitment to bringing God’s teachings and love to us each Sunday is
truly wonderful. She is also handling pastoral needs that some up. You can reach her by
phone at 269-628-4882. She and Keith are God’s gift to us and to Pastor Wade and Patti,
allowing our “retired” and much loved pastor with time for rest, study and renewal.

We were pleased to be able to give thank you gifts to our pastor and church staff at Christmas.
Recognizing and thanking them for their work and commitment to CUMC is one of the SPRC’s
rewarding responsibilities! We thank our congregation for their generosity. It allows us to
give Christmas gifts to staff, provide hats, gloves and socks to our school children, and provide
food and gifts for several needy families.

We are so happy that Kenny May Fox has agreed to be our full time Sunday school instructor.
Kenny has taken his new role seriously and says that he truly enjoys his role bringing God’s
teachings to our children every Sunday. (Access our website at www.cassopolisumc.org)

A sincere message from your secretary
Last month I experienced some troubling symptoms indicating heart problems. My family doctor
was concerned, so two days after the symptoms I was in Memorial Hospital for a CAT scan of my
heart and arteries. I asked my church family for prayers, and those prayers were answered - my
problems are not life-threatening. I have a bit more testing to come, but for now all is well and I
SINCERELY THANK ALL OF YOU!! It was comforting to know you were asking the Lord to deliver
me from illness. I dearly love all of you, my church family. Vicki Beebe
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Dear Char:
Thank you for bringing the beautiful flower bouquet on behalf of the church family. I can’t

tell you how much I appreciate the church’s thoughtfulness and kindness.
Much love,
Laura Maddox

Dear Friends in Christ:
Thank you very kindly for your generous donation of $957. toward the utility needs of our

clients. Your graciousness is appreciated very much.
Blessings,
Mary Tompi, Helping Hands of Cass County

Dear Mrs. Mesko:
Thank you for the donation of hats, gloves and socks to Sam Adams Elementary. We are in

such need for these items for some of our students. The adage “It takes a village to raise a
child” is so true, and thank you for being in our village!

Thank you so much
Deb Stermer, Sam Adams Principal

Your contributions to families were outstanding during the 2019 Holiday Project! You
offered food, gifts, financial contributions and Toys for Tots. Every effort was support of your
community.

With sincere appreciation,
Cass and St Joe Counties Department of Health & Human Services

Cassopolis United Methodist Church:
Thank you for your $100 donation to Domestic & Sexual Abuse Services. Your donation will

go a long way toward keeping families safe. Thank you for your ongoing support.
Rose Ludwick, Executive Director

Giving Reports
Jim Beebe, church Financial Secretary, has sent giving reports to all congregational givers,

either by email or mail. If you did NOT get a report, please let him know. Thank you.



Thank you to Sheila & Keith Baker for delivering two bags of hats and
mittens to us.

Thank you to Bill Loux for keeping our walks and steps free of snow each
Sunday

to collect gloves,
especially SOCKS
Cassopolis. Please
Wood Hall. Thanks

Our “Sewing Sowers” are on to new projects. After making many beautiful
pillowcases, baby blankets and burp cloths, bags for walkers and lap robes, they are
now making backpacks. Below is a picture of just two of their attractive and versatile
new creations - spring backpacks.

If you would like to join the group, they will meet again Tuesday, February 18 here in
the church as usual at 10 AM. They also enjoy lunch together.

Please take the time to sign up for ushering, greeting, refreshments,
worship leader, children’s chat…whatever you can do. All of it is easy

and helps so much each Sunday morning.
Thank you so much.

We are continuing
hats, mittens and
for children in
put all items in



Please let the office know if you have a pastoral need while Reverend Wade Panse is
away. He has made arrangements with Rev Sheila Baker and Rev Scott Ottis of

Edwardsburg to cover any needs that may arise.

Creating Confident Caregivers® – an educational training program for family members
who are caring for a person with a dementia related illness, such as Alzheimer’s
Disease. Trainings are held for two hours, once a week, for six weeks. Respite care is
available free of charge. Up to three members from one family may attend a training
together. Cass County COA Lowe Center, 60525 Decatur Road, Cassopolis, Mondays,
March 16—April 20, 2020, 10:00 am - 12:00 pm OR 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm. To register,
contact Faith at 269-982-7746.

Our altar was so beautiful decorated with poinsettias during the Christmas season, and now
the altar is bare. If you would like to adorn our altar with a flower arrangement, a plant or a

vase of flowers, please do so. You may sign up on the volunteer sheet in Wood Hall.

Mary Wright is our one and only college student at this time,
and we would like her to know we are thinking of her. In the
fellowship hall is a “care package” box that we want to fill and
send to Mary. Along with healthy snacks and school supplies,

she would appreciate gift cards from Culver’s, Subway,
Target, WalMart or gas cards. The box will be mailed
February 12, so we need to get it filled. Thank you.



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

Greg Connelly

Brenda Willey

2
Worship - 10 AM
Communion

JoLynn Watts

3

Jane Moraw

4

Nova Rae
Keeter

5 6 7

Larry Garver

8

Liana Heath

9
Worship - 10 AM

Trustees meet
after worship

10

Mary Nelson

11 12 13 14
Valentine’s

Day

15

16
Worship - 10 AM

Noisy Offering -
Helping Hands

17

Kelley Nickel

18

Sewing Sewers
meet 10 AM

19 20 21 22

Jim Beebe

Lutheran
Church Food
Pantry 11:30 - 1

23
Worship - 10 AM

CLC meets
following
worship

24 25

Pat Hayden

26 27

Aleah Dahlgren

28 29

If your special date does not appear on this calendar, please let the office know.


