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Worship God.
Follow Jesus.

Serve Others.
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not

let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.”John 14:27
Dear Friends in Christ,

These are anxious days. No matter what our age, none of us has experienced anything like the
pandemic and accompanying anxiety that COVID-19 has introduced to our nation and world.
We may have experienced weather related disasters, been struck with devastating illness,
participated in world wars or conflicts, or suffered economic and financial collapse. But
combining all these catastrophic powers into one pandemic situation has created an almost
surreal and unbelievable condition through which we are asked to live and function. But as
Christians, let me remind you that we have a relationship and a resource that allows us to do
just what is asked. Live and function in a world of stress and threat.

We know and have a God in our lives that is greater than any power or threat in the world.
Our hope and trust is rightly placed in Almighty God. When it looks and feels like the world is
falling apart, it is then that we wisely place our lives in the hands of the One Who created the
heavens, the earth, and all that is in them. It is this God that holds all things together,
including us. Put your trust in God.

We know and have a Savior, Jesus Christ that is the Son of God and who has already redeemed
the world through His suffering, death and resurrection. As He is quoted above, Jesus does
not give as the world gives. Jesus doesn’t give disaster, disease, depression or despair. Jesus
gives us peace. Put your life in the hands of Jesus and experience a peace that is beyond
explanation. The pandemic of the world distributes chaos and unrest. Jesus distributes peace
and confidence in the middle of pandemic.

And we know and have a Spirit, the Divine Comforter, Who is present with us always, and ever
closer as the world presses around us. When hard pressed by matters out of our control, we
appropriately place our lives into the comforting presence of the Holy Spirit (continued…)

CHURCH SERVICES CANCELLED THRU APRIL13



GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH POSTPONED

Nashville, Tenn.: The Executive Committee of the Commission on the General
Conference has been notified by the Minneapolis Convention Center that they are
restricting events at the venue through May 10, 2020, following recommendations by
the Minnesota Department of Health, the Governor of Minnesota and the Mayor of
Minneapolis to postpone or cancel events involving 50+ people in order to slow the
spread of coronavirus.
As a result of this decision, the Executive Committee is announcing that the
General Conference will be postponed and will not occur May 5-15, 2020 as
planned.
Out of concerns for the health and safety of all concerned amid the coronavirus
pandemic, the Executive Committee has been monitoring the situation for some time
and had scheduled a teleconference meeting of the full Commission of the General
Conference for March 21 to discuss plans for the event. Only the full commission is
able to set a new date or decide on an alternate plan. That meeting will go forward as
scheduled, although it is not known at this time how quickly they will be able to
announce new dates.
“This news is not unexpected based on the current guidance from health officials and
we expect to move forward with new plans as quickly as possible,” said Kim Simpson,
chair of the Commission.

While the Commission was already considering many requests to postpone the event
due to the growing pandemic and processing the complexities which would result from
that decision, the announcement by the convention center that those dates will no
longer be possible means that the church will not incur significant financial penalties for
cancellation of the contract.
“Our focus in this moment is not solely on the gathering of the General Conference for
the work we have been called to do, but is on the individuals, families, churches and
communities around the world whose lives are being impacted by this pandemic,” said
Simpson. “We recognize the struggle to deal with the physical, emotional and spiritual
needs which come with the unknown. We are confident that local (continued…)

United Methodist churches will be finding new ways to be in community with their
neighbors and meet their evolving needs.”

who was present in the primal chaos of creation, and was the Breath of God that formed
life, order and beauty. Let the Spirit of God breathe life and hope in you.

Grace and peace to you, Wade Panse, Pastor



TITHES AND OFFERINGS

Some church members may be asking “What should I do with my usual gifts to our church?
With no congregations gathering in church buildings, how can I continue to present my tithes
and offerings to the Lord and support the ministry of the church?”

First, let me respond by saying the expenses and ministries of the UMC church in Cassopolis
continue. Our response to the needs of community and world not only continue, but increase
in times of pandemic. As we learn of concerns and needs, or congregation wants to respond
generously to bring comfort, relied, food, assistance and recovery. And just as in our homes,
the expenses of operating our church also continue, i.e. utilities (gas, electric, water, pest
control, etc.), phones, insurance and maintenance. Our church also has staff members who
continue to serve creatively, faithfully and generously and should be compensated for their
labor. All of our staff members are part-time employees and work hard with the hours asked
of them.

Recognizing this, we ask ourselves “How can we give?” The answers are several. We can mail
our offering via the US mail. An envelope addressed to the Cassopolis UMC (P O Box 175) with
your personal check enclosed will be received and deposited just as usual. Our church office is
open Monday and Wednesday and mail is received and processed by the church secretary.

Second, you can personally deliver your tithe and offering to the church office, or you can ask
another church member to deliver it for you. Try to avoid developing the “Movie Mentality”
where one says “I missed the movie, so I’m not buying a ticket.” We all miss meeting as a
church family, but our ministry and expenses continue.

So please present your gifts of tithes and offerings as you are able. If you income has been
negatively affected by the present pandemic. We are very sorry. Your giving may be
substantially reduced, and we understand. Please know that we are grateful for any gift you
give and we promise to be responsible and faithful in the management and handling of every
contribution. Thank you, Pastor Wade Panse.

HELPING HANDS OF CASS COUNTY is in need of personal hygiene products for
men. Razors, shaving cream, deodorant, body wash…Please bring in products when

we again meet for church. Thank you so much.



THANK YOU NOTES

Dear CUMC Family:

Thank you for the care package and the love and support as I go through my college
journey. I appreciate your thoughts and prayers.

Love, Mary Wright

With services cancelled through April 13, the church office will be
operating on shortened hours. The secretary will be in the office
from 9 AM until at least 1:00 PM on Monday and Wednesday of
each week. You may also call and leave a message 269-445-3107
or send an email to the church casscumc@frontier.com. You may
also reach Char Hiemstra at 269-445-2334 or Vicki Beebe at 269-
445-8391. We are there for you even though we are not meeting

on Sundays. Stay well and wash you hands.

Volunteers needed!!!
Many of you had signed up to assist in worship (usher, refreshments, greet etc) for
April. Now that we will not need you for a few of those weeks, please consider
transferring to May or June. Thank you.

Last month we received another check
from the Harding’s Rewards Program. This
check was for $43.48, thanks to only 12

participants. Think of how large the check could be is we
ALL participated! Go to www.hardingscommunityrewards and
sign up, of see Vicki in the office to sign you up. This is easy
money for our church.

mailto:casscumc@frontier.com
http://www.hardingscommunityrewards


This spring we will not be receiving spring flowers and plants from Varner’s
Greenhouse. If you would like to furnish flowers for our altar, please do so. You
may sign up in Wood Hall or just let the office know you will be bringing in flowers.

Please continue to collect “God” dollars” during our shut-
down. We can then fill the jug when we all return healthy
and happy to church, hopefully very soon. It would be great

to exceed our last ‘G’ dollar count of $957.

HOW HAPPINESS HAPPENS

A new study group is scheduled to begin meeting on Tuesday evenings April
21 and meet through May 26. Together we will be reading and learning
from the Max Lucado book “How Happiness Happens”. It is our intention
at present to meet each Tuesday evening at 6:30 and conclude by 8:00
p.m. in the church fellowship hall. Led by our Pastor, Wade Panse, we will
enjoy the video presentation by Max Lucado, discuss together the
chapters we have read, and learn what are the deep roots of being people
of joy.

Last year we benefited from another Max Lucado book entitled “Anxious
for Nothing”. Given our present health and community pandemic, some may
think we should repeat that study. Undoubtedly, we better prepared to
handle this crisis because of our study of that book.

This year we again will be blessed by the creative and humorous teaching
of Max Lucado as we learn what we can do to maximize our heart felt joy.
Plan now to join with us as we discover “How Happiness Happens.” Books
will be available in our church office very soon.



With services cancelled through April 13, the church office will be
operating on shortened hours. The secretary will be in the office
from 9 AM until at least 1:00 PM on Monday and Wednesday of
each week. You may also call and leave a message 269-445-3107
or send an email to the church casscumc@frontier.com. You may
also reach Char Hiemstra at 269-445-2334 or Vicki Beebe at 269-
445-8391. We are there for you even though we are not meeting

on Sundays. Stay well and wash you hands.

The Show Must Go On…

Sam Adams Elementary Backpack Program

Even, or maybe especially, during the COVID-19
Pandemic, our hardworking backpack-fillers were
at work in the church filling backpacks for hungry
elementary school children in our community. The
backpacks will be picked up at the High School

during the time school is not in session.

From left you will see Barb Mesko, Gretchen
Kelley and Barb Strlekar.

MEMBERSHIP ORIENTATION IN MAY

Our Pastor will be leading a Membership Orientation Class for persons interested in
partnering with us in ministry here at the Cassopolis United Methodist Church. The class will
meet in the Prayer Room of the church at 11:00 a.m., Mondays, May 4, 11 and 18. In this
Membership Orientation we will be learning Basic Christian Beliefs, Distinctive United
Methodist Beliefs, and Responsible Church Membership. One hour in length, the class will be
informal, insightful and beneficial as we explore what it means to practice our faith within a
community of faith. This class is open to all persons who are considering church membership
as well as a “refresher” for those persons who have already become church members. Please
notify the Pastor or the church office if planning to attend.

mailto:casscumc@frontier.com


As church secretary, I see a lot of what goes on “behind the scenes” to keep the
church running efficiently. Beside those wonderful folks who volunteer weekly for

ushering, refreshments, etc., we have people who take on a continuing role that keeps
them busy each week or each month throughout the year. In each newsletter I will
highlight an “unseen hero” of our church who takes on a continuing job for us.

Wash your hands - Respect social distancing! We can get through
this together.

This month I want to highlight Jane Moraw for her very important work
with church outreach. Jane is the one who sends out birthday, get well,
condolence and other cards on behalf of our church family. Surely you
have received one or more cards. She is also the coordinator of our
annual CROP Walk which organizes and raises funds for world hunger.
As a member of the Helping Hands Board of Directors, Jane, along with
husband Carl, takes the groceries from our shopping cart and delivers

them to Helping Hands. This is done weekly as the cart fills.
Jane is always quick to volunteer for weekly duties - greeting, ushering,

refreshments etc.
With volunteers like Jane, we have a vital church outreach. (Be sure the

church has your birth date and other important dates for the calendar)



New Life Center
A ministry of the United Methodist Church

Zambia COVID-19 Update
As of today there are no known cases of someone contracting the COVID-
19 virus in Zambia. However, Sandy and I, with all of our NLC staff, are on
high alert and keeping ourselves isolated as much as possible.

This doesn’t mean that the effect of the virus hasn’t caused a lot of problems
for the country and the people of Zambia. The Government has closed the
boarders and all international travel in and out of the country for the next
seven weeks. Schools are closed as well. People’s jobs are being cut to part
time or leave without pay. Also, most of the New Life Ministries work teams
have had to cancel this year.

The American Embassy in Zambia just put out this report. "Suspected or
confirmed cases of the virus are subject to mandatory isolation at a
Government of Zambia designated health care facility. All travelers arriving in
Zambia from any country with confirmed COVID-19 cases are required to self
Quarantine for a minimum of 14 days, and to inform Zambian health officials if
they develop symptoms."

This also means that outside supplies for our landlocked country are being
held up and prices are starting to go up. This is a real problem for Zambian
citizens. One big proof is just the local food staple (mealie meal/corn flour).
The price has jumped 100%. Part of that is due to the drought from last year
as well. However, this brings an enormous hardship to local, daily living and
family life.

Please continue to be in prayer that this virus situation passes quickly and that
the economic effects will not cause more poverty and starvation for the
Zambian people. We are keeping you in our prayers too. May God continue to
be close to each of you as we go through these difficult times together.

Only Jesus,



Delbert & Sandy Groves

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1
APRIL FOOLS’

DAY

2
LIFELINE

SCREENINGS
at Pleasant
View Church

3 4

5
Worship 10 AM
Communion

PALM SUNDAY

NO
SERVICES

6 7 8 9

MAUNDY
THURSDAY

10
NO

SERVICE

11

12
EASTER

SERVICE HERE
10 AM
NO

SERVICES

NO
SERVICES

13 14

Bill Westrate

15

Monica
McMichael

16 17

Daphne Krager

18

19
Worship 10 AM

Noisy Offering-
Domestic

Assault Center

20 22 23

Bonnie
Checkley

24 25
Food Pantry at
Lutheran Church

11:30 - 1:00

Kimberley
Garver

Diane
Sumption



26
Worship 10 AM

Sarah Stanage

27 28 29 30
Larry &
Kimberly
Garver

If your special date does not appear on this calendar, please let the office know.
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