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Worship God.
Follow Jesus.

Serve Others.

“How awesome is the Lord Most High, the great King over all the earth! … For God is
the King of all the earth; sing to him a psalm of praise.” Psalm 47:2 & 7
Dear Friends in Christ,

God is awesome, most would agree! We are amazed at God’s glory, goodness, creativity,
wisdom, grace, peace, mercy, love and holiness. God is pure, perfect and powerful! God is
awesome!

Though it is impossible to completely and adequately describe this “awesome God” it does not
stop the writers of Holy Scripture from doing the best they can to articulate the virtues and
qualities of this “awesome God”. As the writer of Psalm 47 invites, let us sing to God a psalm
of praise. And as John concludes in his Gospel account “Jesus did many other things as well. If
every one of them were written down, I suppose that even the whole world would not have
room for the books that would be written.” (John 21:25)

Rather than being discouraged from saying or writing anything, we should be challenged to
express and add to the volumes of praise and acclamation to the Lord Most High, the King of
all the earth. We all have a story to tell as you have come to know, love and serve the Lord.
As H. Ernest Nichol writes in his well-known hymn “We’ve a Story to Tell to the Nations”.

You may not be comfortable writing a theological treatise about the nature of God. You don’t
have to. But you can learn to articulate the love of God you have come to experience, the
grace of God that has saved you, the mercy of God that heals you, and the Spirit of God that
leads you, and so much more. Your story becomes a testimony to the glory of God. It adds to
the psalms of praise and the volumes of mercy that the Lord has shown.

“Blessings all ours, with ten thousand beside.”

Wade Panse, Pastor

CHURCH SERVICES CANCELED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE



WHENWILL WE REOPEN THE CHURCH FOR PUBLIC WORSHIP?

We all are anxious to return to some sense of “normal” as the COVID-19 pandemic subsides
and we are free to travel and gather as we wish. And that includes our in-person gathering for
worship of God in the local church. But that time has not yet come.

Please be wise and please be patient. Our church leaders are monitoring carefully the
conditions surrounding our community and church. It is our desire to reopen as soon as it is
wise, safe and practical for us to gather. While Cass County appears to be low risk as
supporting data would suggest, the adjoining counties (where many of us shop and eat and
work) are much higher risk. So too is our church. We qualify as mid to high risk as a
congregation!

To be sure, we will notify everyone when the time comes for us to safely gather again.

HEALING SERVICES TO BE AVAILABLE ONLINE

During the month of June, our Pastor, Rev. Wade Panse will be leading a healing
service each week. The service will be recorded and uploaded for your access at our
website online and on YouTube each Wednesday during the month. Please link on
and/or tune in to share these inspirational messages, intercessory prayers and

virtual sharing of Holy Communion.

SEVEN PSALMS FOR SUMMER BEGINS IN JULY

Pastor Panse will again be teaching from the Psalms this summer. In a series
entitled “Seven Psalms for Summer” our Pastor will be teaching each Wednesday,
July 8 through August 19. You are invited to link on and/or tune in for these

informative and inspirational messages from the Word of God, the Holy Bible. The
teaching sessions will be recorded each Wednesday and uploaded to our church

website and YouTube for your personal access. Please plan to join us.



TITHES AND OFFERINGS

Thank you to all who have contributed to support our ministry during this strange time. We
have received many checks in the mail, some have been dropped off when the secretary is
here (Monday and Wednesday, 9 AM to 1 PM), and the secretary has picked some up from
folks who are home-bound. Just call the church and she is happy to accommodate you.

The church expenses continue each month (utilities, insurance, payroll, etc) so we appreciate
you continuing to give as you are able. If your income has been negatively affected by the
present pandemic, we are very sorry. Your giving may be substantially reduced, and we
understand. Please know that we are grateful for any gift you give and we promise to be
responsible and faithful in the management and handling of every contribution. Thank you.

The Church has left the building…Join us online.
We hope you are joining us each week for worship on YouTube or on our website.

If you are having problems locating the messages, let us know. Remember, we are
just a phone call or email away.

**The church office is still open on Mondays and Wednesday, but with
shortened hours. You will find the secretary here from 9 AM - 1 PM.

Thank you note from Helping Hands of Cass County
Dear Friends in Christ,

Your donation in the amount of $70 is greatly appreciated.
Thanks for helping us during these trying times.

Many blessings, Mary Tompi, Helping Hands

Please continue to collect “God” dollars” during our shut-
down. We can then fill the jug when we all return healthy
and happy to church, hopefully very soon. Thank you to all

who have sent or dropped off your “G” Dollars!



THANK YOU NOTE RECEIVED

To our very dear friends at Cassopolis United Methodist Church:

Thank you for your gift in memory of our precious Colin. Also
for the cards, prayers- and words of comfort and encouragement
during this time of heartbreak and loss.

We know God is carrying us down this dark road right now. Bob
told someone the other day, “Satan has won the battle, but God has
won the war.” Jesus is our Savior and Over-comer and we know
that He will bring our Colin back to us on the resurrection morning.

Thank you for keeping us in your prayers.
Love,
Bob, Cindy, Audrey, Deidre, Shaun & Lily Fenwick

Copies of our May - June Upper Room have been put
in the mailbox near the back door of the church.

Please pick one up for yourself if you would like one.
The July and August copies will be put in the box

when we receive them.

Upper Rooms can also be mailed to you if you request
one from the office.

We have received another check from the Harding’s
Rewards Program in the amount of $60.77. Thank you
to all who participate in this easy and lucrative program!!
(If you would like to sign up go to Harding’s Rewards or

let the office know.)



Bishop David Bard has called for prayer for those impacted by the Great Lakes Bay Region (GLBR) flood and
has activated the Michigan Disaster Response Ministry team. On May 19, 2020, following days of heavy rain in
the GLBR, which includes the city of Midland, village of Sanford and Edenville, and areas of Tittabawassee
Township, Thomas Township, and Saginaw Township, multiple dams failed causing historic flooding and the
evacuation of 10,000 persons. Michigan’s Governor issued an Emergency Declaration and has sent in the

National Guard. The river is not expected to crest for days and may place the some areas under 9 feet of
water.

The Michigan Disaster Response Ministry team is currently assessing the situation and coordinating with local,
state and federal agencies. They are also in communications with UMCOR, the United Methodist Committee

on Relief to request an emergency grant. The Disaster Response Ministry team asks local churches and

individuals to remain patient as critical needs are determined and directed. First responders will need to fully
complete rescue and recovery missions and secure areas before trained UMC Emergency Response Teams can
enter to offer assistance.

The Michigan Conference has provided disaster response in this region before. In June 2017, seven inches of

rain fell in Midland, Isabella and Bay counties impacting 2500 homes. UMCOR acted in partnership with The

Michigan Conference and Midland County offering cleaning buckets dispatched from the Midwest Mission

Distribution Center in Illinois. That was followed by a $100,000 UMCOR grant to hire two caseworkers who

assisted 103 households. That recovery work concluded in 2018.

Bishop Bard was working on a pastoral response to the coronavirus pandemic when word reached him that

the Great Lakes Bay Region was expecting massive flooding. “Turning on the news to see the pictures of the

waters raging and rising took my breath away. One crisis on top of another.” said Bishop Bard. “The hearts of

all Michigan United Methodists go out to the people of the area, as do our prayers.” He added, “I am
grateful for Michigan Conference staff and volunteers who are already working on helping the United

Methodist Church respond to this disaster.”

For those wishing to donate to Great Lakes Bay Region flood victims, checks may be sent to the Michigan
Conference at 1161 East Clark Road, Suite 212, DeWitt MI 48820. It is important to include this exact language

in the memo: #4407 Michigan Area Disaster Response. Give online here. Local churches can begin to gather

materials for flood buckets and hygiene kits. Disaster Response Coordinator Dan O’Malley says COVID-19 has

created the need to include additional personal safety items like face masks. The new list will be (continued..)

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=9DVWK9BP282PA&source=url


ENCOURAGING WORDS

“We are safer with God in the dark than without Him in the
sunshine.” Lettie Burd Cowman, writer, author, missionary to

Japan and China `

ENCOURAGING WORDS FROM OUR TRUSTEES

Our hardworking Trustees have been busy during this shut-down, and have come up
with plans to greatly improve our building and worship experience while the church is
mostly empty.

1. All of the tile flooring in the church is being replaced. That includes not only the
crumbling tile in the downstairs hallway, but also in the fellowship hall, kitchen and
restrooms.

2. Our audio/visual system is being replaced. After many years, our current system is
not working as it should, and bids have been secured to bring the system up-to-date.

So, not only may we all look forward to seeing each other again in worship, we look
forward to new floors and a new sound system! Thank you Trustees!

posted to the disaster response donate page this week. Pick up and transport locations are being finalized

and will also be available.

Incoming Central Bay District Superintendent John Kasper noted how district pastors and congregations are

caring for each other during this difficult times. “It is heartwarming to see the offers of prayer, help, and

encouragement, especially to those most directly affected by the flooding,” he said. “I trust our pastors
and churches that are directly in the path of the flood will be sustained by the love and support that is lifted

up on their behalf.”

https://michiganumc.org/disaster-response-donate/


As church secretary, I see a lot of what goes on “behind the scenes” to keep the
church running efficiently. Beside those wonderful folks who volunteer weekly for

ushering, refreshments, etc., we have people who take on a continuing role that keeps
them busy each week or each month throughout the year. In each newsletter I will
highlight an “unseen hero” of our church who takes on a continuing job for us.

This month I want to highlight Char Hiemstra for ALL she does for our church.
There is much to mention here, but I will start with Char’s decorating. She is the
one who decorates, or coordinates decorating, for our sanctuary during the
holidays. She also makes sure the tablecloths in our fellowship hall are changed
and seasonal. If you see flowers or other centerpieces on the table, those were
also implemented by Char. You may also see her here occasionally touching up
paint or doing other cosmetic touches to our church and sanctuary.
Most of the ladies of the church and community have attended the lovely Christmas
by Candlelight program. Char is the planner and coordinator of this program,
making sure we have a luscious dessert and a wonderful musical program. Char
and husband Mike Hiemstra also volunteer to provide coffee-time treats once each
and every month, along with Margaret Lamb.
Our very active and effective Prayer Chain is also kept up and running by Char. If
you have need of prayer for yourself or another, just contact Char and she puts the
message out to our many persons who then pray.

Char also takes it upon herself to frequently contact church members and friends
just to keep in touch. (Char also serves as Chair of the Pastor Parish Relations
Committee, but that is for another article.) So, if you are looking for someone who
is the heart and soul of our congregation, look to Char Hiemstra.

Volunteer Corner



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1

Bill & Bonnie
Checkley

2

Adam & Teresa
Dahlgren

3

Healing Service
available online

4 5 6

Bill Loux

7
Worship 10 AM

Communion

8 9 10

Zack May-Fox

Healing Service
available online

11 12

Jim Hayden

13

Don
Woodhouse

Karen Wright

14
Worship 10 AM

15

Michael &
JoLynn Watts

16

Laura Maddox

17

Healing Service
available online

18 19 20

21
Worship 10 AM

Noisy Offering-
Domestic Assault

Center

22

Jim & Vicki
Beebe

24
Frank & Melissa

Tobakos

Healing Service
available online

25

Ken Koehler

Margaret
Lamb

26

Cole Miller
(Checkley)

Ryne Nickel

27
Food Pantry at
Lutheran Church

11:30 - 1:00

28
Worship 10 AM

CLC Meets

29

Nancy Smith

30

If your special date does not appear on this calendar, please let the office know.


