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Worship God.
Follow Jesus.

Serve Others.

“Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the
earth.” Psalm 46:10

Dear Friends in Christ,
And the pandemic goes on. By now we are tired of masking and distancing and observing a
variety of restrictions, but it is for our own good and the health of others that we practice all
the necessary recommendations for health and safety. So we persist, even though we are
tired.

One of the major adjustments we all have had to make is being alone (even if that means
alone as a couple or family). We are usually very social and active. Suddenly, for months, we
have been asked to stay away from others and remain isolated. What are you learning about
yourself? Are you content? Are you peaceful? Are you anxious? Are you angry? Do you like
who you are? Have you developed new hobbies and activities? Are you finishing projects long
ago begun? Are you cleaning cupboards and closets you haven’t ventured into in years?

Today I loaded my SUV with bags of paper documents and files that were overdue for
shredding and disposal. A free shredding location was open for the morning so I drove over to
make my deposit. On my first trip over, the line of cars was over a block in length. So I passed
on by. An hour later I returned. The location had closed in less than 90 minutes as they had
filled two large trucks with shredded paper. Apparently, I wasn’t the only person who had
cleaned out files and drawers.

When we think we are all alone, we are not. God is present with us always. In our isolation
and quiet, God is present. As the Psalmist writes, “Be still, and know that I am God”. While
we are in this unique and unusual situation of pandemic management, we are learning to be
still. Unplanned, unsolicited, maybe even unwanted, we are alone now more than ever. What
are you learning about God? Are you discovering God’s peace, enjoying God’s mercy,
recognizing God’s compassion, and basking in God’s love? Isolation and social distancing



doesn’t have to be miserable. We can make these restrictions into holy moments where we
cultivate the company and presence of God.

Blessings, Wade Panse, Pastor

SEVEN PSALMS FOR SUMMER RETURNS FOR JULY AND AUGUST

A popular Bible Study offered by our Pastor for the last several years has been
Seven Psalms for Summer. In previous summers, we have gathered in person at
the previous parsonage or the church for a time of inspiration and education from
the book of Psalms. This summer the series continues but with some alteration.

The Bible teaching will be presented online each Wednesday evening July 1 through
August 12 and will include Psalms 2, 8, 22, 23, 48, 116 and 137. The setting for
our study will also be changed from inside the church to out of doors. The new
series title for this summer may be “Seven Psalms for Summer – Dockside” as we

will record from a different lakeside location each week.

Please plan now to tune in or link on to the Bible Study beginning July 1. Each
week will “stand alone” so you do not have to participate in all seven sessions, but

listen as often as you can and participate as you are available.

We are carefully and prayerfully targeting the date of Sunday, August 2 as the date for our
returning to “in person attendance” at worship in the church. We all will be paying close
attention to the ebbs and flows of COVID-19 during the month of July so that we can make a
wise decision and offer a safe and comfortable return to our local church in August.

Please watch for correspondence during the month of July as we ready the building and
ourselves for the return to church occupancy. Later in the month of July we will send you a
video as to what to expect when returning to church. Hygiene, distancing and masking will
likely still be expected by all who return. If you are uncomfortable, or a person of high risk
factor, you may choose not to return in August, but continue to worship with us online.

CHURCH REOPENING FOR WORSHIP, SUNDAY,
AUGUST 2



WELCOMED CORRESPONDENCE

An enjoyable message has been received from Rachelle Gensolin, one of our
previous student piano accompanists. Rachelle is resident in California where she has
just finished her first year in Master’s Degree studies at Loma Linda University. She is
accompanist at a nearby Presbyterian Church and preparing services online as are we.
She writes, “Thank you so much for allowing me to be a part of your church
family” …during the year she was our accompanist.

TITHES AND OFFERINGS

Thank you to all who have contributed to support our ministry during this strange time. We
have received many checks in the mail, some have been dropped off when the secretary is
here (Monday and Wednesday, 9 AM to 1 PM), and the secretary has picked some up from
folks who are home-bound. Just call the church and she is happy to accommodate you.

“Laundry is the only thing that should be separated by color.”
Author Unknown

The Church has left the building…Join us online.
We hope you are joining us each week for worship on YouTube or on our website.

If you are having problems locating the messages, let us know. Remember, we are
just a phone call or email away.

**The church office is still open on Mondays and Wednesday, but with
shortened hours. You will find the secretary here from 9 AM - 1 PM.



Check the Mailbox

While the church is closed, Jesus is making house calls.

Please continue to collect “God” dollars” during our shut-
down. We can then fill the jug when we all return healthy
and happy to church, hopefully very soon. Thank you to all

who have sent or dropped off your “G” Dollars!

Copies of our July - August Upper Room have been
put in the mailbox near the back door of the church.
Please pick one up if you would like one. Upper Rooms
can also be mailed to you if you request one from the

office by email or phone.

Food Truck
Providing food to those in need.
Monday, July 6 and Friday, July 17

11:00 AM - Noon
Pleasant View Church of Christ, corner of M-60

and Crooked Creek Rd, Cassopolis.
Drive through only - You must stay in your car.



BACK PACK PROGRAM UPDATE…
During the summer months of July and August, vouchers are being issued monthly

to “back pack” families. These vouchers allow these families to purchase milk,
cereal, bread and eggs, along with a $35 meat voucher.

Plans are currently underway to provide backpacks for the next school year.

And when we again gather in the
church building, we will need weekly

altar bouquets. Thank you!



As church secretary, I see a lot of what goes on “behind the scenes” to keep the
As the church secretary, I get a front row seat to see those persons who keep our
church running efficiently. Beside those wonderful folks who volunteer weekly for

ushering, refreshments, etc., we have people who take on a continuing role that keeps
them busy each week or each month throughout the year. In each newsletter I will
highlight an “unseen hero” of our church who takes on a continuing job for us.

This week I would like to highlight Jim Beebe for the mostly unseen work he does
for the church. Every Sunday morning Jim is here at the church by 9 AM to unlock
the doors, turn on the lights, and most importantly, make the coffee. He makes at
least three pots of coffee each Sunday morning so it is hot and ready when we
arrive for worship. He also makes sure the candles on the altar are filled with oil.

Perhaps Jim’s most important and time consuming task is that of being the church’s
financial secretary. This job entails taking the offering home each week (after it is
counted by two others) and entering the giving amounts into each giver’s account.
He then makes out the deposit slips, deposits the money in the bank, and advises
the treasurer and accountant of the amount of the giving. In the middle and end
of each year, Jim sends out giving reports to the congregation. Jim has held the
position of financial secretary for 36 years.

His financial secretary position also makes him a member of the Finance Committee
and the “emptier and counter” of our God Dollars jar. Jim is also an usher at least
one week per year, and has often helped with outreach projects like our
community dinners and driving persons to the doctor. He is a busy and valuable
church member and we appreciate his love of and commitment to our church.

Volunteer Corner



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4

5
Worship 10 AM
Communion

6

Food truck at
Pleasant View

7

Nancy Smith &
Mike Mahoney

8
Seven Psalms of
Summer - online

9 10

Sheila & Keith
Baker

11

12
Worship 10 AM

Trustees meet

Tim Heath

13

Tim & Liana
Heath

14 15

Seven Psalms of
Summer - online

16 17

Cacy May-Fox

Carey May-Fox

Food truck at
Pleasant View

18

19
Worship 10 AM

Arden May-Fox

Jane & Steve Poe

20 22

Seven Psalms of
Summer - on line

23

Betty Rutz

24

Bob & Diane
Sumption

25

Evie Westrate

26
Worship 10 AM

CLC Meets

27 28 29

Seven Psalms of
Summer - on line

30 31

Mike Fox

If your special date does not appear on this calendar, please let the office know.


