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Worship God.
Follow Jesus.

Serve Others.
“Love the Lord, all his saints! The Lord preserves the faithful,… Be strong and take heart, all you who hope
in the Lord.” Psalm 31:23-24

Dear Friends in Christ,

Have you noticed how anxious we all are to hear a good and encouraging word? This is true in
part because we are accustomed to hearing bad news and discouraging words from multiple
media sources in mega amounts. From politics to pandemic, there seems so little good that is
reported. It can be very depressing.

Add to this media blast the instruction to remain socially distanced and we suddenly find
ourselves with a formula for disaster: isolation with ugly information. As a result we are not
only lonely, but frustrated and fearful.

What we observe happening positively is a hunger for loving relationships and healthy
conversations. Men and women desire and celebrate the occasion of meeting friend or neighbor
on the street or at the store. What used to be a smile or wave in quiet recognition now becomes
a conversation of some length and depth. We long to see and be seen, hear and be heard, laugh
and love. From behind masked faces we search for the smile and sparkle in one another’s eyes.
Evidence that we care and are cared for is the desire created by prolonged isolation and
restriction.

As Christians who know and celebrate the love of God, we have an exceptional opportunity and
privilege to demonstrate a confidence and love that surpasses any political persuasion or
pandemic invasion. “We have peace like a river, joy like a fountain, and love like an ocean”
that comes from the presence of God in our hearts. Those blessings are not to be kept quiet and
private, but eagerly and openly shared with those around us. And right now, there is a world of
people anxious to know and receive what we have to share.

Watch for your next opportunity and be generous. You will make some one’s day!

You are blessed to be a blessing, Wade Panse, Pastor



VIRTUAL COMMUNION OFFERED AUGUST 2

As we continue to worship together online each Sunday, you are invited to receive the
Sacrament of Holy Communion offered by our Pastor, Wade Panse, on the first Sunday of the
month, August 2. You will want to have ready the elements of Communion you wish to receive,
juice or wine, bread or cracker, or whatever you have available to make and mark this sacred

moment.

As a faithful follower of our Lord, Jesus Christ, it is appropriate that we receive as a
community of faith, this obedient practice of “remembering” the sacrifice of our Lord for the

remission of our sin. Please plan now to join us on August 2.-

OPEN OR CLOSE, THAT IS THE QUESTION

Over these extended months of pandemic management, we have at least twice
identified a date we hoped would allow our gathering again, face to face, in person, for
public worship together. And as you know and have experienced, we have not been
able so to do. We continue, instead, to worship online each Sunday from services
prerecorded by our staff, Vicki, Audrey, Cacy and Wade.

Sunday, August 2 was our most recent target date, and that too has necessarily been
deleted as a possibility. The most obvious deterrent to our in-person gathering is the
prevalence of the COVID-19 pandemic. The health and safety of our congregation
(which is generally “high risk”) is of greatest concern. We want to worship together, but
only with confidence and care that we can do so safely. And as we all know and have
experienced, restrictions continue to be imposed and recommended by our state
governor and the CDC.

In addition to the health factors being evaluated and considered, our local church has a
couple projects to complete before inviting public attendance. The flooring in the
hallways, kitchen and fellowship hall are being replaced and are still a couple weeks
from completion. Also, upgrading our sanctuary sound system is in the works and
completion expected about mid-August.

We thank you for your patience and understanding and we invite your prayerful
support in completing these projects and preparing to reopen for public worship.
A hopeful and practical reopening date may be Sunday, September 6, Labor Day
Weekend.

Until then, we will continue to offer worship and teaching online, each Sunday and
Wednesday, respectively.



TITHES AND OFFERINGS

Thank you to all who have contributed to support our ministry during this strange time. We
have received many checks in the mail, some have been dropped off when the secretary is
here (Monday and Wednesday, 9 AM to 1 PM), and the secretary has picked some up from
folks who are home-bound. Just call the church and she is happy to accommodate you.

SEVEN PSALMS FOR SUMMER…PLUS TWO

Throughout the month of July we have enjoyed reading and hearing together the rich
content of five Psalms from the Holy Bible. From five different docks, we have heard our

Pastor teach from Psalms 2, 8, 22, 23 and 48. These teaching segments have been
appreciated and well received. To complete the announced Seven Psalms for Summer,

Psalms 116 and 137 are scheduled for August 5 and 12.

But because we are still unable to safely and comfortably gather in person at the church,
Pastor Wade is extending the teaching segment through the end of August. Two more

docks will serve as the location for instruction and Psalms 111 and 115 will be added to the
series. So if possible, please tune in or go online to share the extension of this summer

series on Wednesdays, August 19 and 26.

Our church is planning to allow Versity Blood Center of
Michigan (formerly Michigan Blood) to set up a blood drive
in our church. Our hope is to have our first drive in mid-
August of this year, but that date depends on the progress
of our new tile installation. If we are able to hold the drive
in August, you will be receiving notice with all the
pertinent information. Whenever we hold the drive, we
encourage you to sign up to donate blood. All donations
are used in our own state of Michigan.



Check the Mailbox

Copies of our July - August Upper Room have been
put in the mailbox near the back door of the church.
Please pick one up if you would like one. Upper Rooms
can also be mailed to you if you request one from the

office by email or phone.

And when we again gather in the church
building, we will need weekly altar

bouquets. Thank you!

Many of you have been collecting “God Dollars”
during the pandemic - even while away - and

dropping them off at the church. The church
appreciates your faithfulness in helping us fill
the jar. At left is a photo of the jar filled

almost to the top as of July 15! Keep up the
good work!



PROSPECTIVE TEACHING AND WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

It is hoped that with the reopening of church in September for public worship and
teaching, we can again schedule and offer three opportunities for our growing

together.

How Happiness Happens is a wonderful book written by popular author, Max
Lucado. Books are available at our church office for small group participants at the
low cost of $5 per book. We will offer the small group gathering on Wednesday
evenings, September 30 through October 28 meeting from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. in the
fellowship hall. Each segment will include a video presentation by Max Lucado and

lively discussion led by our Pastor, Wade Panse.

Weekly Healing Services will return for our participation on Wednesdays in the
month of November. Once again led by our Pastor, these services will be held at
the church in the Prayer Room located on the first floor. The service will include a
Bible teaching segment, intercessory prayer and the service of Holy Communion.

In the month of December we prepare for the coming of Christmas by meeting in
small group during the season of Advent. Together we will enjoy considering the
Christmas carols we so often sing together as part of our Christmas tradition.

Pastor Panse will lead a small group meeting in the fellowship hall each Wednesday
evening from 6:30-8:00 p.m. “Caroling, Caroling” will be the subject and title of

this small group experience.

Please mark your calendar and make arrangements to participate as you are able.



As the church secretary, I get a front row seat to see those persons who keep our
church running efficiently. Beside those wonderful folks who volunteer weekly for

ushering, refreshments, etc., we have people who take on a continuing role that keeps
them busy each week or each month throughout the year. In each newsletter I will
highlight an “unseen hero” of our church who takes on a continuing job for us.

The Church has left the building…Join us online.
We hope you are joining us each week for worship on YouTube or on our website.

If you are having problems locating the messages, let us know.
**The church office is still open on Mondays and Wednesday, but with
shortened hours. You will find the secretary here from 9 AM - 1 PM.

This week I would like to highlight Bill Loux, Liana Heath and L. J. Starling for
quietly helping out each Sunday in various ways.

Bill Loux faithfully clears the church steps and walkways of snow and ice during
the winter months. Early each Sunday morning, before church, Bill shovels away
excess snow, and then applies salt to the area to continue to melt the ice. That is
why we can walk up the stairs or across the parking lot without falling! Bill, along
with wife Susan, also ushers one month per year.

Liana Heath is instrumental in changing the messages on our O’Keefe Street sign
for the community to see and enjoy. She (sometimes with daughters Anysia and
Danica) braves the cold and hot weather to keep our sign up-to-date. Liana also
serves as our Local Church Representative for Native American Ministry. She is a
frequent Kidzopolis volunteer, and an occasional usher or greeter.

Liana and L J Starling also serve as the “money counters” after worship each
week. They gather the offering and count all the cash before sending the offering
with the financial secretary for recording and depositing. This is a crucial
bookkeeping job that assures our deposits are accurate. L J also is a frequent and
friendly greeter at our back door, and occasionally ushers. Thanks to these three
wonderful members of our church family.

Volunteer Corner



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1
Kennedy
Westrate

2
Worship 10 AM
Communion

Adam Dahlgren

3 4 5
Seven Psalms of
Summer - online

Roger Bruegel

6

Christopher
Nickel

7 8

9
Worship 10 AM

Trustees meet(?)

10 11

Phyllis Clark

12

Seven Psalms of
Summer - online

13 14

Jim & June
Blue

15

16
Worship 10 AM

17 19

Seven Psalms of
Summer - on line

20

Kaye Weller

21 22

23
Worship 10 AM

CLC Meets (?)

24 25 26

Seven Psalms of
Summer - on line

27

Anysia Heath

28 29

Bob Sunption

30 31

Wade & Patti
Panse

If your special date does not appear on this calendar, please let the office know.


