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Worship God.
Follow Jesus.

Serve Others.
“You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden.” Matt 5:14

Dear Friends in Christ,

You may have read our church sign earlier this summer. It read “The Church Has Left the Building,
Worship with Us Online”. When posted, we had no idea that we would still be dispersed and absent
from the building in September. But here we are, September, and still no in-person gathering of the
church.

As much as we all long to be together again and enjoy the fellowship, the singing, the refreshments,
the praying and the worshiping together, it is not wise or safe for us to do so at this time. The
reported numbers of deaths and cases of COVID-19 are still too high in Michigan and Indiana,
including the counties we most frequently visit or live…and these numbers are trending up, not down.
As schools and universities have attempted to reopen they have discovered that managing the
protection of students and staff is very difficult. Our local church is a “high risk” congregation
because of age and preexisting health concerns. So, we are choosing to remain closed and protect
the health and safety of those dear to us.

But here is the good news! The church is not closed, it is only dispersed! Now, more than ever, the
church is like a city on a hill and cannot be hidden by the light it emits. The light of Christ, the light
of the church, is needed desperately in these days. People are lonely, limited, tired and frustrated.
And the church is uniquely prepared to provide assistance and encouragement in such times as these.
While still practicing a healthy protocol of hygiene, distancing and masking, the church can shine as
she reaches out to family, friend, neighbor and community.

Jesus says, “You are the light of the world”, so let us be creative in letting our light shine. Heaven
knows, the world could use a lot of light right now, and we are looking bright!

Keep shining…

Wade Panse, Pastor

ENCOURAGING WORD FROM SCRIPTURE

“May you be blessed by the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth.” Psalm 115:15



The SPRC met last week, Wednesday, August 19, observing social distancing as required these
days. We delighted in seeing and talking to one another. We had much to discuss after many
months apart: the church’s new tile in the fellowship hall and downstairs, the upgraded sound
system in the sanctuary, and the steps being taken to thoroughly clean the church as required
by the renovations and the coronavirus.

We talked at length about how and when to reopen our church and have decided that opening
on September 6 is not a good idea. So, we are not targeting a date for reopening at this time.
Our primary interest is the health and safety of all persons who may choose to attend in-
person worship opportunities, and now is not the time. The committee is agreed that the
degree to which our online services and Bible study are meeting the needs of our congregants
is exceptional. Many are able to worship online and attend mid-week Bible study, including
the husband of a long-ago member who lives in Washington state and a couple who resides in
Chicago. The online messages from Pastor Wade are enhanced by Cacy’s talent in close-up
shots done in various locations. Cacy’s camera is focused closely on our pastor (and the lily
pads, piers, jet skis, and passing boats), and picks up the wonderful sounds of children playing,
wind blowing and trucks roaring past. It allows us to see and hear the church bells, the pianist,
the altar and the pastor in his office. Vicki helps make the videos complete with the words and
lyrics on-screen beside the image of the pastor and the pianist. Audrey’s piano
accompaniment allows viewers/worshipers to sing along with the hymns.

We know, however, that some of our members are not able to access the online services.
While Pastor Wade reaches out to all of our congregation periodically by phone, we are
concerned that some members are being left out. Some individuals are inviting members to
view worship together at their home. We are working on ideas that could help reach more of
our worshipers.

As Wade often reports each Sunday online, our tithes and offerings have continued to meet
our needs. We have received donations from outside our community as well. The sustained
giving from our congregation allows us to continue to meet the commitments we have made
to our community organizations over the years.

The SPRC agreed to continue our financial support to the local not-for-profits who have served
our community in good times and bad and especially now. Many have seen financial
donations plummet and volunteers disappear as we adapt to a new way of life for the safety of
others and ourselves. In lieu of the “noisy offerings”, we voted to donate $100.00 to Helping
Hands, DASA (Domestic and Sexual Assault) Services in Three Rivers, and to Special Olympics
when they resume services. We approved funds for the Foster Care Christmas Party which
provides gifts for foster children. We will collect hats and mittens for school kids. And we will
provide a Merry Christmas by providing food, clothes and gifts for the children.

Report from our Pastor/Parish Relation Committee



Our District Conference, always scheduled in the fall, has been set for November 15. We will
prepare the paperwork required by the Conference and Char will meet with the District
Superintendent Dwayne Bagley at the church on that date. There will not be an “in person”
church meeting this year.

It is important that CUMC continues to support and help our church family and the Cassopolis
community. Please keep this in mind as you see and think of friends or neighbors who could
use some help or a shoulder or a virtual hug. Our doors are temporarily closed but our hearts,
minds and hands are open to all. The church has indeed left the building, but is active in our
community and beyond.

NAME THAT DOCK
Many have been watching each Wednesday during July and August as we produced a
teaching series entitled “Seven Psalms for Summer (Plus Two)”. Each week was filmed on
location at nine different docks on four different lakes in our community. Some have been
trying to identify where each teaching segment was located. We suggested a challenge of:
Name that Dock.

So, to no longer keep you in suspense, here are the locations:

July 1 Psalm 2 Mike and Char Hiemstra Diamond Lake

July 8 Psalm 8 Nancy Smith and Mike Mahoney Diamond Lake

July 15 Psalm 22 Leslie Paul Diamond Lake

July 22 Psalm 23 Bob and Kelley Nickel Puterbaugh Lake

July 29 Psalm 48 Bob and Phyllis Clark Diamond Lake

August 5 Psalm 116 Anne Felton Diamond Lake

August 12 Psalm 137 Carl and Jane Moraw Diamond Lake

August 19 Psalm 111 Betty Rutz Buck Lake

August 26 Psalm 115 Margaret Lamb Donnell Lake

Sincere thanks are here expressed to each of the hosts for allowing the recording of a
teaching segment on their dock. Each host was exceptionally gracious and accommodating
and we enjoyed filming from each beautiful location. Thank you.



Dear Friends in Mission:

The dear people you helped with your gift may never have the opportunity
to meet you, but if they did their response would be - Thank you! Through your
financial support you are partnering to engage globally in direct ministry to
people in need.

Grace & Peace, UMCOR COVID=19 Response Fund

Dear Reverend Panse:

Thank your for your Sunday Worship Service every week, and bible study
on Wednesdays. Because your Sunday message is directly from a book of the
bible, it is always very comforting and strengthens my faith. I hope and pray
you will be continuing to video tape the service so it can be viewed by those of
us who cannot attend in person.

Bob Kitman, Sequim, WA

Our church is partnering with Blood Center of Michigan
(formerly Michigan Blood) to set up a blood drives in our
church. We held the first drive in mid-August, but we will
hopefully be providing more dates as time and our health
allows. Whenever we hold the drives, we encourage you to
sign up to donate blood. All donations are used in our
own state of Michigan.

THANK YOU NOTES RECEIVED

Copies of our SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER Upper
Room have been put in the mailbox near the back
door of the church. Please pick one up if you would
like one. Upper Rooms can also be mailed to you if
you request one from the office by email or phone.



And when we again gather in the church
building, we will need weekly altar

bouquets. Thank you!

TEACHING AND WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

How Happiness Happens is a wonderful book written by popular author, Max
Lucado. Books are available at our church office for small group participants at the
low cost of $5 per book. We will offer the small group gathering on Wednesday
evenings, September 30 through October 28 meeting from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. either
in the fellowship hall or on-line (depending on health concerns). Each segment will
include a video presentation by Max Lucado and lively discussion led by our Pastor,

Wade Panse.

Weekly Healing Services will return for our participation on Wednesdays in the
month of November. Once again led by our Pastor, these services will hopefully be
held at the church in the Prayer Room located on the first floor. The service will
include a Bible teaching segment, intercessory prayer and the service of Holy

Communion.

In the month of December we prepare for the coming of Christmas by meeting in
small group during the season of Advent. Together we will enjoy considering the
Christmas carols we so often sing together as part of our Christmas tradition.

Pastor Panse will lead a small group meeting in the fellowship hall each Wednesday
evening from 6:30-8:00 p.m. “Caroling, Caroling” will be the subject and title of

this small group experience.

Please mark your calendar and make arrangements to participate as you are able.

We have received another check from the Harding’s Rewards Program.
This check was for $79.09 with rewards from ten (10) customers. This is
such an easy fundraiser, it would be nice to see us receive a check from 15
or 20 patrons. Check with the church office to sign up, or go to Hardings

Community Rewards.



As the church secretary, I get a front row seat to see those persons who keep our
church running efficiently. Beside those wonderful folks who volunteer weekly for

ushering, refreshments, etc., we have people who take on a continuing role that keeps
them busy each week or each month throughout the year. In each newsletter I will
highlight an “unseen hero” of our church who takes on a continuing job for us.

This week I would like to highlight Barbara Mesko, Mary Nelson and Karen
Wright for their work on various projects and weekly needs of the church.

Barbara Mesko joined our church in 2018, and hit the ground running with her
glove, mitten, hat and sock project. She has solicited and collected countless pairs
of mittens, gloves and socks, along with hats for our local school children to keep
warm in the winter. She has set up “mitten trees” for easy collection. Barb is also
a frequent provider of coffee time treats, and helps with the backpack program.

Mary Nelson comes into the church each Wednesday morning to fold the weekly
bulletins. Once a month she lends her help to the folding, addressing and stamping
the monthly newsletters. All of this is invaluable to the church secretary.

Last, but not least, is Karen Wright, who has taken over chairing and coordinating
our partnership with Operation Christmas Child. Each November Karen distributes
information regarding the packing and mailing of “shoeboxes” filled with gifts to
children in need around the world. This program has grown through Karen’s
efforts, to a total of over 50 boxes mailed from our church last year. Karen also
volunteers for coffee hour and children’s chat.

We are so grateful to these three church members for their faithful volunteering.

Volunteer Corner



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1
J R Kennedy

Leslie Paul

2
Millie Kollar

Sheila Baker

3 4
Teresa
Dahlgren

Erin Westrate

Sarah Wright

5

6
Worship 10 AM
Communion

Adam Dahlgren

FIRST DAY
BACK?

7

LABOR DAY

8

Barb Strlekar

9 10 11

Susan Matz

12

Aiden Dahlgren

13
Worship 10 AM

Trustees meet(?)

14 15

SEWING
SOWERS MEET

10 AM

16 17 18 19

20
Worship 10 AM

21 23 24

Mary Wright

25 26

Lutheran
Church food

pantry 11:30 - 1

27
Worship 10 AM

CLC Meets (?)

28
Ty Caruso

29 30
How Happiness
Happens study
6:30 - 8 PM

If your special date does not appear on this calendar, please let the office know.


