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Worship God.
Follow Jesus.

Serve Others.
“Jesus was hungry. Seeing a fig tree by the road, he went up to it but found nothing on it except leaves. Then
he said to it, “May you never bear fruit again!” Immediately the tree withered.” Matthew 21:18b-19

Dear Friends in Christ,

Over the years I have read and heard numerous sermons and devotionals based on the
scripture quoted above. Often the message conveyed is the necessity of bearing fruit. But
with a closer examination of the Gospel reading, the message of this narrative is not the need
for bearing fruit, but of exercising our faith.

The disciples present with Jesus did not question his motive for causing the fig tree to wither,
but instead asked “How did the fig tree wither so quickly?” Any fruit tree that does not bear
fruit is going to be removed from the orchard, either after it dies completely, or when the
owner chooses to replace it with a productive tree. So Jesus only did what any wise orchard
owner would do. No fruit, no tree.

The question of the disciples is not one of “why?” but “how?” did the fig tree wither so quickly.
With the fig tree Jesus demonstrates his miracle working power to transcend the usual
behavior of creation and nature. The Gospel accounts of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John all
record numerous occasions of such power, i.e. changing water into wine, calming the storm
tossed sea, healing the diseased or crippled body, etc.

So Jesus answers the question of the disciples with a challenging invitation, faith is powerful,
use it. He says “if you have faith and do not doubt, not only can you do what was done to the
fig tree, but also you can say to this mountain, “Go, throw yourself into the sea” and it will be
done. If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer.” (Matt 21:21-22)

With me, I hope you will accept the teaching and invitation of Jesus. Exercise your faith and
trust in God by asking boldly and confidently in fervent prayer. We will be amazed at what
God can do!
Prayerfully yours, Wade S. Panse, Pastor



AN ENCOURAGING WORD

“Great are the works of the Lord; they are pondered by all who delight in them.” Psalm 111:2

THANK YOU

CHURCH CONFERENCE, NOVEMBER 15, TO BE VIRTUAL ON ZOOM

Our District Superintendent, Dwayne Bagley, has distributed this announcement to all
local churches in the Greater Southwest District;

“The reality of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic and the challenges presented by how
areas across the District are responding to those concerns have created a situation
where in-person meetings are still not advisable in many location throughout
Sourthwest Michigan. Our District Superintendent is also concerned that he may
unwittingly spread the virus from one location to another as he meets with churches
across the District.

Thank you for your understanding and flexibility as we respond to the continued
challenges of living in a time of global pandemic. Your cooperation is deeply
appreciated as we seek to do no harm to those most vulnerable even as we do our
best to continue to do the work of the Church.”

Patti and I thank all of you for the kind and empathetic
expressions of comfort that came to us after the death of my
oldest sister, Julia Powell. Over the years, you have joined with
us in prayer for healing and comfort from the cancer and
complications that caused her such difficulty and pain. Julie
courageously and faithfully chose to pursue no more attempts of
taming the cancer within her. In death, she is now at peace,
has no more pain, and enjoys the company of the saints who
have gone before. And most of all, she is in the presence of Jesus
Christ, her Lord. Pastor Panse



HOW HAPPINESS HAPPENS, SMALL GROUP STUDY

Unlike previous small group studies, this small group will not enjoy the benefit of
refreshment or sweet treats. Instead, we will practice additional COVID management
practices by wearing masks (over nose and mouth), seating ourselves at a six foot
distance from one another, and using hand disinfectant regularly. Even with these
necessary precautions, we believe the Lord will bless us in fellowship and education as
we seek to grow in Christ and live according to the teaching of Scripture.

The small group will include the weekly reading of two or more chapters of the book,
viewing together the video presentation by Max Lucado, and lively discussion by all
those in attendance. We hope you will plan to attend.

The annual Cass County CROP Walk will be held on Sunday, October 4, beginning at
1:00 PM at the Cass County Council on Aging track.

If you would like to walk or sponsor a walker, please get your donations to the church
before October 12, 2020. (Donations will be picked up on the 12th.) Much of the

money raised stays local.

All team envelopes are available in the church office. You do not need an envelope to
make a donation. If you have questions, you may contact Jane Moraw at 445-2285.

If you are planning to walk, face masks and social distancing is required.

Beginning on Wednesday, September 30 and concluding on
Wednesday, November 4, the study of Max Lucado’s book
How Happiness Happens will take place in the fellowship
hall of the church with our Pastor, Wade Panse, as leader.
If you have the book and would like to participate in the
discussion and learning experience, you are invited to join
with us from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. each Wednesday evening.



`

We are still in need of floral arrangements for our altar.

If you can provide a plant or a bouquet, please have it here to the church on
Sunday at 10 AM, which is the recording time. If you want to being it in at
another time, let the office know and someone will meet you. here. (If we

start in-person church soon, we will need flowers then also.)

Thank you.

Thank you to Dawn Atkinson for providing the
beautiful mum plants for our front & back church

entrances.

TEACHING AND WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

How Happiness Happens is a wonderful book written by popular author, Max
Lucado. We will offer the small group gathering on Wednesday evenings,
September 30 thru November 4. (see complete information in this newsletter)

Weekly Healing Services will return for our participation on Wednesdays in the
month of November. Once again led by our Pastor, these services will hopefully be
held at the church in the Prayer Room located on the first floor. The service will
include a Bible teaching segment, intercessory prayer and the service of Holy

Communion.

In the month of December we prepare for the coming of Christmas by meeting in
small group during the season of Advent. Together we will enjoy onsidering the
Christmas carols we so often sing together as part of our Christmas tradition.

Pastor Panse will lead a small group meeting in the fellowship hall each Wednesday
evening from 6:30-8:00 p.m. “Caroling, Caroling” will be the subject and title of

this small group experience.

Please mark your calendar and make arrangements to participate as you are able.



CAN YOU HELP AND GIVE BLOOD?



ONLINEWORSHIP CONTINUES…

We have now concluded twenty-six weeks of online worship here at our local church. Like
many other churches, businesses and schools, we have had to creatively improvise to make
available our experience of worship with those of our church and far beyond. A recent count
has revealed that persons in eleven states are worshiping with us online. God is surely helping
us make the best of very unusual and difficult circumstances in our community the world.

Thank you to all who have been worshiping with us. Thank you to all who have invited others
to worship with them. Thank you to all who have shared the invitation and link with others.

We have learned a great deal as we have developed these worship experiences and uploaded
them each week. We are now including the talents of many individuals who are sharing music
with us in recording from home or here at the church. We have ventured “off-site” for some
creative expressions of learning and understanding. Our objective each week is not to entertain,
but to offer inspirational, educational, creative and interesting opportunities for us to worship
together online.

Very special thank you and appreciation is here given to Vicki Beebe who makes available the
written texts and lyrics during the service; to Audrey Fenwick who accompanies us on the piano
and is inviting other students from Andrews University to participate as well; to Cacy May Fox
who records, edits and uploads the many scenes that we create for inclusion in worship; and to
our Pastor, Wade Panse, who preaches, teaches, writes, produces and directs the recording of all
scenes to be included in worship each week.

Most of all, thanks and praise to God who enables us to use the talents and means available to
us to worship each week, while absent from one another. All glory, honor and praise be to him!

We hope you are enjoying the special
music during the virtual worship services.
If you or someone you know would like to
provide music for a service, please let the
office know. The services are recorded on

Sunday mornings, but other
arrangements can be made.



MORE FROM THE SPRC

As we wrote in last month’s newsletter, it will be business as usual for many of our Church traditions during
the fall and Christmas season;:
 Donations have been made to the noisy offering not-for-profit’s CUMC supports.
 Mittens, scarfs and socks for Sam Adams children will be put on a virtual tree in the church office and Barb

Mesko will see that they are delivered to the school periodically before the cold and snow arrive.
 Our Operation Christmas Child (OCC) boxes will be spearheaded by Karen Wright again. Some boxes are

available now at church and more will be coming. In addition, OCC now has the option of building a
shoebox online. Check out operationchristmaschild.org for details on building a box online for $25.

 Financial support will again be provided to help purchase Christmas gifts for Cass County children in foster
care.

 We will provide a Thanksgiving meal for several church families.
 As soon as the Department of Human services provides us a family, we will let you know so you can be

shopping for food and gifts for this family for Christmas.

Several people have asked about the status of the Sam Adams Backpack Program, given the many changes in
this year’s school schedule. The backpack program began providing six weekend meals to 53 Sam Adams kids
on September 8. September is being done by Penn Friends, coordinated by Roger and Tanya Leach. Food
bags are delivered to school on Thursday mornings, as there is no school on Friday. Friday food is provided to
all kids too, but it is prepared by the school and paid for by federal funds appropriated by this purpose.
Because of the COVID pandemic, outsiders are not allowed in school buildings so we provide curbside delivery
and school staff handle the bags from there. The backpack assignments for the rest of the year are: October –
Helping Hands, November – United Presbyterians, and December –Word of Life Church.

Our church staff has been busy and proven their flexibility since we moved to the online world. Pastor Wade is
becoming very adept at Bible study on the water, with some wind and rain thrown in. He has worked very
hard (and we venture to say, outside his comfort zone) to deliver his weekly message to us, as he would if we
were all present. The children’s message, Audrey’s hymns, the church bell ringing, and Wade’s bringing us
God’s word have helped us through an extremely difficult time in our lives and in our country. Cacy has
outdone himself filming, splicing, editing and posting Wade’s words for most of us to watch online. He is like
Tonto to the Lone Ranger!

Vicki staffs the office, writes the newsletter, works with Wade and Cacy on the online worship and always has
a smile in her voice. She is in the office and receives plenty of visitors who may be dropping off checks but
stay for company and comfort. Audrey provides music for our worship services and Tina has continued the
cleaning during our renovations.

As you can see, the life and work of the church continues, though we are physically apart. We intend to thank
our employees this Christmas as we have in the past. We are asking you to be as generous as you are able as
you donate to this effort. Please mark the memo line on your check as Christmas gifts. We appreciate
whatever you can do.



Be sure to get your flu shots.



It is that time of year again - time to pack our Operation Christmas Child
shoe boxes with small gifts to be sent to children around the world. Boxes
and information are available in the church. Please read the SPPRC

message in this newsletter for more information and new ways in which to
send your love.

Thank you to all who donated to the Calvin Community Chapel following their
devastating fire. We are still collecting donations.

Donations for staff Christmas gifts are accepted between now and Christmas. Thank you.

Among the many things we have to look forward
to when we can safely return to church, add the
table runners made for us by our own Barb
Keller. Along with some Easter runners Barb
made for us last year (that we did not get to use
this year) she has now made autumn runners.
A picture of just one of these festive runners is
on the left Please be sure to thank Barb for

sharing her time and talent with us.



As the church secretary, I get a front row seat to see those persons who keep our
church running efficiently. Beside those wonderful folks who volunteer weekly for

ushering, refreshments, etc., we have people who take on a continuing role that keeps
them busy each week or each month throughout the year. In each newsletter I will
highlight an “unseen hero” of our church who takes on a continuing job for us.

What would Jesus do? Love his neighbor and wash his hands.

Volunteer Corner

This month it is time to highlight the hard-working group from our church who
plan, purchase and pack the backpacks for the students in Cassopolis. CUMC has
the responsibility to pack and deliver backpacks full of food at least two months
during most school years. Other community organizations take care of the other
months.

The ordering of the food is done mostly by John & Gretchen Kelley, who besides
ordering, often shop for the food items, then deliver them to the church. The
items are arranged in the packing room to be ready for packaging and
delivery. Various strong volunteers have helped unload and open the huge boxes
of food.

Church members who have come in to pack the food are John & Gretchen Kelley,
Nancy Smith, Barb Strlekar, Barb Mesko, Jane Moraw, Char Hiemstra, Brenda
Willey and more that I may have overlooked.

The Sam Adams back pack program is chaired by Barbara Strlekar, who
coordinates dates with other organizations, and oversees the distribution of the
backpacks. If you would like to help pack, deliver, make a contribution, or simply
ask a question, please talk to Barbara.

VOLUNTEER CORNER



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1
Ron First

Danica Heath

2 3

4
Worship 10 AM
Communion

CROP WALK
1 pm

Cass Co COA

5 6 7

Betty Ackerman

How Happiness
Happens 6:30

8 9 10

11
Worship 10 AM

Trustees meet(?)

12

Jim Blue

13

SEWING
SOWERS MEET

10 AM

14

How Happiness
Happens 6:30

15 16 17

18
Worship 10 AM

19

Dawn & Ed
Atkinson

21

Roger & Mary
Bruegel

How Happiness
Happens 6:30

22 23

Bob Nickel

24

Barb Mesko

Lutheran
Church food

pantry 11:30 - 1

25 26 28
Versity Blood
Drive here 2 - 7

PM

How Happiness
Happens 6:30

29

Turner
Westrate

30 31
Keith Baker

If your special date does not appear on this calendar, please let the office know.


