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Worship God.
Follow Jesus.

Serve Others.
“Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth, Worship the Lord with gladness; come before him with joyful songs.
Know that the Lord is God. It is he who made us, and we are his, we are his people, the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him and praise his name. For the
Lord is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness continues through all generations.” Psalm 100

Dear Friends in Christ,

November 2020 is an interesting month. With national elections occurring on the first
Tuesday of the month, there will be lots of emotion on the first Wednesday of the month. For
many, it will be a time for rejoicing and praising and gladness and celebration. For many
others it will be a time of mourning and grieving and sadness and sorrow. We take our
political positions very seriously, as well we should. So when there are winners and losers, we
share the joy and feel the pain. We love to win and we hate to lose. More importantly, we
love our nation and we want what is best, but we don’t all agree what that is.

Psalm 100 quoted above suggests something we all should agree upon and for which we may
rejoice. “The Lord is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness continues through all
generations.” With that truth in mind, we all have reason for thanksgiving and rejoicing
throughout the month of November, and far beyond.

The fourth Thursday of the month is Thanksgiving Day, November 26. For Christians, everyday
is a day of thanksgiving, but on November 26, a National Holiday is identified and becomes a
day of thanksgiving for all Americans. Gratitude, gladness, praise and thanksgiving are natural
for the people of God, the followers of Jesus Christ. For citizens of the United States of
America, we may need reminding that because the Lord is God and Creator of all peoples,
faithful in every generation, we have reason to rejoice and give thanks, no matter who is
elected President.

God bless you, and God bless America,

Wade Panse, Pastor



CHURCH CONFERENCE, NOVEMBER 15, TO BE VIRTUAL ON ZOOM

Our church conference will be at 3:30 PM on Sunday, November 15. If you are the chair of any
committee, please fill out the necessary conference forms you will find at
https://michiganumc.org/resources/clergy/resources/forms/. Please bring the forms into the
office ASAP so as to be ready for the conference. Thank you.

SMALL GROUP STUDY CONCLUDES IN NOVEMBER

Many have read and enjoyed our study and discussion of Max Lucado’s book, “How Happiness
Happens”. We had a delayed start to our study in October, so the in person gathering of our small
group continues into November. On Wednesday evenings, November 4 and 11, our group will gather
in the Fellowship Hall of the church from 6:30 until 8:00 p.m. We continue to practice social
distancing, cleanliness and masking as we learn some practical suggestions for how to be happy.
Our study concludes this month, but our happiness continues on and on.

HEALING SERVICES IN THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER

Healing services will again be available during the month of November. Our Pastor, Rev. Wade
Panse will be recording and placing online each Monday, a service of teaching, intercession and

communion for all who want to participate. The service will be recorded each Sunday afternoon and
uploaded for your participation beginning each Monday and throughout the week.

Invite your family and friends to watch anytime during the week. Together we can learn from
Scripture, pray together for the needs of ourselves and others, and receive the Sacrament of Holy

Communion for the blessing of our hearts and bodies.

THANK YOU VERY MUCH

The month of October is observed in many churches and
denominations as Pastor Appreciation month. For our Pastor, October
is also the month of celebrating his birthday. For the kind expressions,
cards and gifts, heart felt gratitude is here expressed. Thank you all

very much.

https://michiganumc.org/resources/clergy/resources/forms/.


Operation Christmas Child shoe boxes, along with information for filling and
returning the boxes, is available in the church office. It is a wonderful
feeling to fill the box with small items for a child and knowing they will
receive this box at Christmas. Boxes are due back in the church by

November 16, so be sure to stop in and pick up an empty box.

We have been so blessed with special music
for the past few months, and we would love it

to continue.

If YOU, or someone you know, can provide
music for our service, please let the office

know. Thank you.



Thank you to all who donated to the CROP Walk. Our church
turned in a grand total of $480 dollars to this worthy cause!

REMINDER:
The SPPRC reminds you that they are collecting donations for
Christmas gifts for our church staff. Please mark your donations

“Christmas for Staff.” Thank you.

$$$$ GOD DOLLARS $$ GOD DOLLARS $$ GOD DOLLARS $$$$

The “God Dollars” jug has been emptied again with a total of $970.
collected. This money is being donated to the Calvin Community Chapel

(along with other donations) following their devastating fire.
Thank you to all who donated “G” dollars during the church closing. (We

are continuing to collect “G” Dollars.)

Very soon we will be receiving information about a
community family we are “adopting” for Christmas. When
this information is received, gift and food suggestions will be
posted so we may purchase items to make a happy
Christmas for members of this family. Watch for such
notices. notices. Also, a Toys for Tots box will be

set up in our church which needs to be
filled with toys for the community children
in need. Again, watch for notices.



Inspirational thought:

“With my mouth I will make your faithfulness known
through all generations.” Psalm 89:1

Last year, Barb Mesko gave me a “Reverse Advent Calendar” list.
Each day add an item to a box, or in the case of our church, add an item
to the shopping card in the fellowship hall. The food will be donated to
our adopted families and Helping Hands. (this collection is optional)

December 1……………………….box of cereal
December 2……………………….peanut butter
December 3……………………….stuffing mix
December 4……………………….boxed potatoes
December 5……………………….macaroni & cheese
December 6……………………….canned fruit
December 7……………………….canned tomatoes
December 8……………………….canned tuna
December 9……………………….dessert mix
December 10……………………..applesauce
December 11……………………..sweet potatoes
December 12……………………..cranberry sauce
December 13……………………..canned beans
December 14……………………..crackers
December 15……………………..rice
December 16……………………..oatmeal
December 17……………………..pasta
December 18……………………..pasta sauce
December 19……………………..chicken noodle soup
December 20……………………..tomato soup
December 21……………………..canned corn
December 22……………………..canned mixed vegetables
December 23……………………..canned carrots
December 24……………………..canned green beans



Again this year Barb Mesko is taking the lead on collecting gloves, mittens,
hats and socks for children in our community (no scarves, please). The
“Mitten Box” is set up in Wood Hall, and the Mitten Tree will be up soon.
Please drop any of these items off to the church office and they will be

distributed to the children as the weather continues to get colder.
THANK YOU!!

Advent Sermon Series: “Songs We Sing at Our Savior’s Birth”

TIME TO VOLUNTEER
After seven months of not needing volunteers, it is once again time to
use our sign-up sheet that is located in Wood Hall. Each week we will
need flowers for our altar, and two “greeters.” The greeters will stand
at our front and back doors and remind everyone to wear a mask and
keep a social distance. The greeters will have hand sanitizer and extra
masks if needed. There will be no handshaking or touching so this will
be a safe volunteering job! Please sign up to bring flowers or greet!

Thank you.



Compliments of Jo Lynn Watts

“FEAR NOT” - God
“LOVE ONE ANOTHER” - Jesus
“WASH YOUR HANDS” - CDC

If someone gossips to you, they will gossip about you.

Free hammocks all over town….it’s like a miracle!!



As the church secretary, I get a front row seat to see those persons who keep our
church running efficiently. Beside those wonderful folks who volunteer weekly for

ushering, refreshments, etc., we have people who take on a continuing role that keeps
them busy each week or each month throughout the year. In each newsletter I will
highlight an “unseen hero” of our church who takes on a continuing job for us.

Volunteer Corner

This month I am going to highlight the group of trustees who work tirelessly to do
so many large and small jobs around the church. This year you can really see the
results of the Trustees’ work when you enter the building:

 There is new, shiny tile throughout the church. The cracked and buckled tile
has been removed and replaced in every room, and it looks incredible.

 The restrooms has been updated with new facilities.
 Our sound system is new and in great working order, with speakers in the

fellowship hall as well as in the sanctuary.
 Our empty parsonage in Howell Point was placed on the market and sold. We

no longer have that responsibility (financial and otherwise) and the funds have
been placed in a separate saving account to be used for future pastoral
housing. And a nice family has a summer home in Cassopolis.

 Last year the carpet in the sanctuary was replaced, and new cushions were
placed in each pew.

 One of our furnaces was updated with a new blower.
 A new chest-type freezer was purchased for our kitchen.

Along with these huge church improvements, the Trustees also do “small” things
around the church, like mow the lawn, refill the water softener with salt, make
sure the pianos are tuned, replace batteries in smoke and CO2 detectors, manage
the servicing of the heat, air conditioning and elevator, etc, etc, etc.

Members of the Trustee committee are Mike Fox, Chairperson, Zack May-Fox,
Susan Loux and Michael Watts. Let’s be sure and offer our appreciation for all
they do for our church home. (If you would like to become a member of the
Trustee committee, please see Mike Fox or the church office.)

VOLUNTEER CORNER



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1
Worship 10 AM
Communion

Anne Felton

TIME
CHANGE

2

Healing Service

3 4

How Happiness
Happens 6:30

5

Jerry Garber

6

Michael Watts

7

Mark Williams

8
Worship 10 AM

Healing Service

9 10 11

How Happiness
Happens 6:30

12 13 14

15
Worship 10 AM

16

Healing Service

OCC boxes due

17 18 19 20

John Kelley

21

22
Worship 10 AM

Pat Williams

23

Jeff Singleton

Healing Service

25 26 27 28
Jerry & Jeanne

Garber

Lutheran
Church food

pantry 11:30 - 1

29
Worship 10 AM

Sherry Hilden

30

Susan Loux

Healing Service

If your special date does not appear on this calendar, please let the office know.


