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Worship God.
Follow Jesus.

Serve Others.

“But, brothers and sisters, when we were torn away from you for a short time (in person, not in
thought), out of our intense longing we made every effort to see you….Now may our God and
Father himself and our Lord Jesus clear the way for us to come to you.” 1 Thes 2:17 & 3:11

Dear Friends in Christ,

Don’t the words of Paul sound a lot like our expressions of regret today? The isolation,
restriction and distancing required for management of the COVID-19 pandemic have “torn us
away” from one another. This separation has been apparent in numerous ways, but for the
Christian community, it has meant being unable to meet together in congregational worship.
Unable to worship together, in person, since early spring, we are anxious to once again be
together as a church family, enjoying the fellowship, the singing, and the communion of
congregational worship. We have echoed the prayer of Paul when we pray “now may our
God...clear the way for us to come together again.”

That is an appropriate prayer, but a BIG one. For us to come together again God will have to
make manageable a pandemic that has ravaged the entire world. It’s not our community,
state, or nation alone that has been socially, economically, politically and physically impacted
by deadly plague. It’s everywhere and everyone. So while it is a BIG prayer and a BIG concern,
we need to remember that we have a BIG God who is more than capable of bringing all this to
an end. Keep praying and believing.

And until we can safely come together again, what do we do? The answer is: Be encouraged
by every evidence and report of love, faith and service being experienced within and beyond
the church. All around us there are individuals giving witness to their faith by helping others,
calling their neighbors, sharing food, offering instruction for communication devices,
encouraging patience and vigilance, teaching hygiene and protocol, wearing masks and
keeping distance, praying for those in critical and essential positions of service. All of this gives
testimony that we are people with a living hope and confidence in a living and loving God.



Until this pandemic has ended, until we are safely able to be together again, let us keep faith
and show love and kindness to all those around us. People will learn to trust God as they see
God working in and through us.

Stay well and safe...and pray,
Wade Panse, Pastor

NEWS FROM THE STAFF/PASTOR/PARISH RELATIONS TEAM (SPPRC)

Although we still cannot join back together in person or celebrate "Christmas by Candlelight," the
SPPRC has been busy preparing for Christmas and 2021. On November 15 we had a virtual Church
Conference meeting that was a bit of a challenge for your Chair from Florida. But we did complete all
the business and voted on necessary motions.

As Pastor Wade stated in Sunday's video. we are going to welcome Rev. Karen Wheat in Pastor
Wade and Patti's absence January through March. (see Pastor Wheat’s introduction)

Christmas is swiftly approaching. As far as staff gifts are concerned, the sooner we can get your
monetary gifts brought or sent in (Monday and Wednesday 9am to 1pm) the better, so we can see
where we stand. All our staff are dedicated, loving people who work hard to take good care of the
church family and building. Let us bless them as much as they bless us!

The Sam Adams Backpack Food Program continues to be an important ministry and continues to be
open to monetary gifts as we continue to provide for 50 children.

As we did last year, we will be providing 23 Thanksgiving meals to the Cass County Sheriff
Department and 911 dispatch again this year as a continuing community outreach.

Happy Holidays from your 2021 SPPRC: Char Hiemstra, Gretchen Kelley, Nancy Smith, JoLynn Watts
and Kelley Nickel.

INSPIRATIONAL WORD:

“Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works
and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”

Matt 5:16



The Reverend Karen Sue Slager Wheat

Greetings Friends! It is with delight I look forward to being your interim pastor
January-March 2021. I know a little bit about you, and Pastor Wade thought you
might like to know a little bit about me. So here goes!

I currently live in Kalamazoo, Michigan, the town in which I was born and spent the
first 21 years of my life. I graduated from Kalamazoo Loy Norrix High School, and then
attended Western Michigan University, from which I graduated with a BA. From there I
attended Garrett Theological Seminary and graduated with an MDiv. in 1974.

I am, perhaps, one of the most ecumenical pastors to serve in the United Methodist
Church. I have experienced significant spiritual events in three denominations.
Baptized in the Christian Reformed Church as an infant, Confirmed in the Reformed
Church as an adolescent, and ordained in the United Methodist church in 1972 as a
deacon and 1975 as an Elder.

After Ordination my first appointment was as Associate to Niles Wesley UMC, then
Gobles/Kendall UMC, and then Jackson Trinity UMC. While serving Jackson Trinity I
met my husband, Vince. While in Jackson we married and our son Wesley was born.
My next move was to Battle Creek First UMC, then to Lawrence Avenue UMC in
Charlotte, and finally to Schoolcraft UMC. I retired from Schoolcraft in 2015.

During the course of my ministry I have served in various positions on the District and
in the Conference. I was Education Coordinator for the Kalamazoo District, Chair of
the Leadership Team for the Kalamazoo District, member of the Board of Church and
Society and Board of Ministry for the West Michigan Conference, and currently serve
on the Greater South West District Committee on Ministry.

I guess that’s about it. Looking forward to be in ministry with you in the months
ahead.

Shalom,

Rev.Karen*

*P.S. I also answer to Pastor Karen, Just Plain Karen, and Reverend Mama.



The SPPRC reminds you that they are collecting
donations for Christmas gifts for our church staff. Please mark

your donations “Christmas for Staff.” Thank you.

We still need flowers for the altar. If you can provide flowers for a Sunday
recording of the message, please let the office know. Thank you.

$$$$ GOD DOLLARS $$ GOD DOLLARS $$ GOD DOLLARS $$$$

The “God Dollars” jug is again waiting to be filled. Rest assured that
your donations are used for a good cause.

We have been so blessed with special music for the past
few months, and we would love it to continue.

If YOU, or someone you know, can provide music for our
service, please let the office know. Thank you.

REMINDER

NOT TOO LATE….
The calendar year is almost complete, and we are very grateful for
your generous and faithful giving during this season of pandemic.
You have made possible our continued ministry of witness, service

and proclamation. Thank you!
Please remember the church in your year-end giving.

Contributions must be received by December 30 to be included in
our 2020 budget income.



Again this year Barb Mesko is taking the lead on collecting gloves, mittens,
hats and socks for children in our community (no scarves, please). The
Mitten Box and the Mitten Tree is ready in Wood Hall. Please drop any of

these items off to the church office and they will be distributed to the
children as the weather continues to get colder. THANK YOU!!

This was in the November newsletter, but it really should be in this
December letter also. Items can be dropped at the church. Collecting

these items is optional.
December 1……………………….box of cereal
December 2……………………….peanut butter
December 3……………………….stuffing mix
December 4……………………….boxed potatoes
December 5……………………….macaroni & cheese
December 6……………………….canned fruit
December 7……………………….canned tomatoes
December 8……………………….canned tuna
December 9……………………….dessert mix
December 10……………………..applesauce
December 11……………………..sweet potatoes
December 12……………………..cranberry sauce
December 13……………………..canned beans
December 14……………………..crackers
December 15……………………..rice
December 16……………………..oatmeal
December 17……………………..pasta
December 18……………………..pasta sauce
December 19……………………..chicken noodle soup
December 20……………………..tomato soup
December 21……………………..canned corn
December 22……………………..canned mixed vegetables
December 23……………………..canned carrots
December 24……………………..canned green beans



In November we received our largest reward yet from the
Harding’s Community Rewards Program.

From just eight shoppers we received a check for $88.90!
Of course, many more than eight of us shop at our local

Harding’s Market, but many have not signed up to get the rewards.
It is SO easy - Vicki will even do it for you if you ask.

With the hoidays approaching we will all be doing for shopping,
so lets “get with the program.”

When you are grieving a loved one’s death, the holiday season
can be especially painful. Our Surviving the Holidays seminar

Helps participants discover:
How to deal with emotions
What to do about traditions

Helpful tips for surviving social events
Tuesday, December 1, 6:30 PM

Adamsville Rd Church of God, Elkhart, IN
www.arcog.church 574-264-7255

BETHLEHEM REVISITED
December 10, 11 and 12 in South Bend, IN

This is a live, outdoor event.
For ticketing and information, go to
http://www.bethlehemrevisited.info

http://www.arcog.church
http://www.bethlehemrevisited.info


Calvin Community Chapel
Dear Reverend Panse and congregation:

Your thoughtfulness and generous donation was greatly
appreciated. Continue to keep us in your prayers.

Hopefully when the new structure is up you will come
and fellowship with us. God’s greatness surpasses all
understanding.
God bless your all,
Reverend Russell Haines, Pastor
Officers & members of Calvin Community Chapel

We now have two Toys for Tots boxes in the church. We are hoping to
fill the boxes with new, unwrapped toys for needy children in the

community. The boxes will be picked up on Wednesday, December 16.
Please do what you can to help fill the boxes.

Thank you.



Advent Sermon Series: “Songs We Sing at Our Savior’s Birth”

We have received the information for the local
family we are adopting for Christmas. This family
includes a widowed mother and boys, ages 8 and 11.

Due to the strange circumstances this year, you
will have to contact the church secretary, Vicki, to
get gift suggestions. You may stop into the office
on Mondays or Wednesdays 9-1:30, or you may call
the church (445-8391) or Vicki at home any time

(445-8391). The gifts, wrapped with a tag stating
the gift, will be due into the church by

Wednesday, December 16.

THANKFUL BY THE NUMBERS

1 Mask 6 Feet 1 Million Thanks



Humorous word:
A mother and father were showing their young child a view of a beautiful nativity scene. They
asked the child who he recognized in the holy scene. The child confidently answered, “I see
Mary, Joseph, Jesus and Harold.” The father asked, “Who is Harold?” The child pointed and

said, “The Angel.’ el!”

The picture at right shows Jo Lynn Watts
tracing images for the new banners for the
Sanctuary. The new banners will replace
the current ones that have become faded
with age. This is the latest project for our
Sewing Sowers group. With things the way
they are now, no one can say when the
banners will be up. But we can be sure we
are receiving new ones as soon as it is
possible. (See article below)

Halloween 2020 was a
special event at CUMC
this year as volunteers
set up in the parking lot
to hand out treats to

trick-or-treaters. Over
80 area children came
by in costume and were
treated. Thank you to

the volunteers.



As the church secretary, I get a front row seat to see those persons who keep our
church running efficiently. Beside those wonderful folks who volunteer weekly for

ushering, refreshments, etc., we have people who take on a continuing role that keeps
them busy each week or each month throughout the year. In each newsletter I will
highlight an “unseen hero” of our church who takes on a continuing job for us.




VOLUNTEER CORNER

Last month I mistakenly left Donna Borst and Sherry Hilden off the list
of Trustees. Apologies to these hard-working members.

This month I want to highlight our “Sewing Sowers” group. You have surely heard of them,
but you may not be aware of all they do. In 2020, they designed and created 90 masks for
the students at Sam Adams Middle School, along with 55 backpacks for the Sam Adams
backpack food program. They also sewed 20 baby blankets for the Foster Child Care of Cass
County, plus miscellaneous colorful pillowcases for Operation Christmas Child boxes. Masks
have been made for our church congregation for use when we can gather again.

Last year they completed many lap robes for nursing home residents; many, many
pillowcases; totes for walkers and much more. They use their own funds for purchases.

In 2021 they plan to make adult bibs for nursing homes, adult lap robes, more baby blankets
AND, hopefully, new banners for the north and south walls of our sanctuary. This is an
ambitious, time-consuming and costly undertaking but these women are not faint of heart
and have already begun much of the planning. (see photo above)

Active members of the “Sewing Sowers” are Dawn Atkinson, Anita Busick, Barb Keller,
JoLynn Watts, Pat Williams and Lauren Woodhouse. Other church people have helped with
fabric donations (Barb Mesko & Mary Nelson) and have come in on occasion to help (Char
Hiemstra, Leslie Paul & Brenda Willey). There are jobs for all, even if you do not sew. The
group enjoy lunch and fellowship together during their meetings.

This is a great group who are grateful to have found each other and share their love and
talent of sewing, quilting and creating beautiful and useful things for our church and
community. If you would like to join them, check out their meeting dates on the calendar or
call the office (or any Sewing Sowers member).

(If you have ideas for the banners or would like to make a monetary donation to the effort,
please let the office know. Each banner will cost approximately $100. in materials alone.)



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4 5

6
Worship 10 AM

On-Line

7 8 9 10

Gretchen Kelley

11

Mary Bruegel

12

13
Worship 10 AM

On-Line

14 15 16 17 18

Zack & Carey
May-Fox

19

20
Worship 10 AM

On-Line

Carl Moraw

21

Carl & Jane
Moraw

23 24

On-line
Christmas Eve
service with
Pastor Panse

25 26

Lutheran
Church food

pantry 11:30 - 1

27
Worship 10 AM

On-Line

Cindy Peters

28 30 31

If your special date does not appear on this calendar, please let the office know.


