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Worship God.
Follow Jesus.

Serve Others.

“How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever? How long will you hide your face from me?
How long must I wrestle with my thoughts and every day have sorrow in my heart?” Psalm 13:1-2

Dear Friends in Christ,

Did you know that it is a Biblical pattern of prayer to ask the hard question “How long, O
Lord?” There are numerous Psalms in the Bible that ask the hard questions that express the
frustration and impatience of our hearts. Many times in the last seven weeks this a question I
have heard asked of me, of neighbors, of leaders, and of God. In the early stages of a global
pandemic, these are good questions to ask, “How long is this going to go on? When will this
COVID-19 come to an end? When will this be over?”

By the presence of such questions in Scripture we receive the revelation that our God is so
emotionally secure that God will inspire scripture and move writers of Scripture to express
their anger and their frustration and even question the motives and purposes of the Lord. God
does not reject our emotions or our questions; He actually respects and honors our
authenticity. It’s okay to earnestly and honestly pray and ask “How long, O Lord?”

And the answer? Probably not a day, time or date but, instead, an assurance that no matter
how long a trial or tribulation, a problem or a pandemic, God will be present. And learning to
cultivate and appreciate the presence of God in the midst of our personal and world problems
will bring us to a place of confidence and a peace. With that blessed assurance we lessen the
urgency of answering “How long?” and move to a declaration of gratitude “Thank you for
being near!”

A poster in the window of a local book store reads “I hate to spoil the ending, but everything
will turn out okay.” Living in the presence of God allows us to know that the beginning, the
middle and the ending are okay. I invite you to cultivate the presence of God in your life today.

Blessings, Wade Panse, Pastor

CHURCH SERVICES CANCELED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE



MAINTAINING A WORLD VIEW

The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) has established the COVID-19 response
fund for the purpose of responding to the challenges presented by this pandemic. Desperate
requests for assistance are being received from pastors serving in Africa and Philippines whose
churches, like so many around the world, have not met for several weeks. These churches
likely will not be meeting for the foreseeable future. These pastors as well as their people,
because of the financial impact of quarantines, are immediately dealing with food insecurity.

The fund created by UMCOR will equip partners around the world to assist the most vulnerable
populations. Grants from the fund will be disbursed quickly and efficiently to address health
concerns, food shortages, water and hygiene limitations and other pressing needs.

If you are able, please include a gift with your offering to the church clearly marked “UMCOR
COVID-19” and your offering will be forwarded to this world relief concern. Many brothers
and sisters in the world do not have a safety net in time of pandemic. Our gifts through
UMCOR can be an act of compassion and generosity in their time of need. Thank you.

“TITHES AND O FFERINGS

Thank you to all who have contributed to support our ministry during this difficult time. We
have received many checks in the mail, some have been dropped off when the secretary is
here (Monday and Wednesday, 9 AM to 1 PM), and the secretary has picked some up from
folks who are home-bound. Just call the church and she is happy to accommodate you.

The church expenses continue each month (utilities, insurance, payroll, etc) so we appreciate
you continuing to give as you are able. If your income has been negatively affected by the
present pandemic, we are very sorry. Your giving may be substantially reduced, and we
understand. Please know that we are grateful for any gift you give and we promise to be
responsible and faithful in the management and handling of every contribution. Thank you.

The Church has left the building…Join us online.

We hope you are joining us each week for worship on YouTube If you are having
problems, let us know. Remember, we are just a phone call or email away.



Volunteers needed!!!
Many of you had signed up to assist in worship (usher, refreshments, greet etc) for
April and May. Now that we will not need you for a few of those weeks, please
consider transferring to June or July. Thank you.

INSPIRATION FROM SCRIPTURE

“You hear, O Lord, the desire of the afflicted; you encourage them,
and you listen to their cry.” Psalm 10:17

Please continue to collect “God” dollars” during our shut-
down. We can then fill the jug when we all return healthy
and happy to church, hopefully very soon. It would be great

to exceed our last ‘G’ dollar count of $957.

Do you have spring flowers in your garden? Would you
be willing to purchase flowers for our altar? Either
way, you can help to brighten up our sanctuary after
the long and isolating winter. Please sign up to provide
flowers for our altar, or call the office. Thank you.

NO BIBLE/BOOK STUDY IN APRIL OR MAY

Please be aware that due to the pandemic and social distancing requirements, our
scheduled study of Max Lucado’s How Happiness Happens did not on begin April 21 as
planned, and will not continue in May. Pastor Panse plans to use this book in a future
study. We will keep you informed.



Thank you note from the Cass Co Medical Care Facility
Thank you so much to your group that made masks for our facility. The masks are wonderful!
We appreciate you.

Diana Masters and Staff of CCMCF

SMILE A local church sign: “Live, Love, Laugh…Lysol

These are just some of the MANY masks made by our very own
Sewing Sowers group for the staff at the Cass County Medical
Care Facility. The Facility called the church office to see if our
group could rally and provide some much-needed personal
protection equipment. The Facility was aware of our sewers’
talents because other items - walker totes and lap robes - had
already been presented to patients there. Some masks were
also given to the Cass Co. Council on Aging. The Sowers can
take joy in the fact they were able to provided necessary items

during this difficult time. Thank you, Sowers!

Thank you to Pastor Panse, Audrey Fenwick, Jane
Bement Poe and especially to Cacy May-Fox for
bringing us the online worship each week. They

work together to plan and execute this service so
we may enjoy it in our homes.

Copies of our May - June Upper Room have been put
in the mailbox near the back door of the church.

Please pick one up for yourself if you would like
one.

Upper Rooms can also be mailed to you if you let the
office know.



As church secretary, I see a lot of what goes on “behind the scenes” to keep the
church running efficiently. Beside those wonderful folks who volunteer weekly for

ushering, refreshments, etc., we have people who take on a continuing role that keeps
them busy each week or each month throughout the year. In each newsletter I will
highlight an “unseen hero” of our church who takes on a continuing job for us.

Our next Hearty Fellowship Lunch is scheduled for May 31. Hopefully we will
be able to gather for lunch at that time. We will keep you informed.

This month I will highlight our loyal and faithful member, Laura Maddox.
Laura has been a member of this church since 1942 (78 years)!!

A talented singer and pianist, Laura has established a Children’s Choir
here at CUMC. She volunteers each Sunday to meet with our young

people before Sunday School to practice various hymns and lively songs
that they then perform monthly for our congregation. Whether we have
one child or seven in attendance, Laura is there rehearsing, and then

presenting the performance. The congregation enjoys these
performances, and often sings along with the familiar tunes.

That is not all we expect from Laura. She can often be seen greeting us
as we arrive at the back door of the church, and she lends her voice to

our Faithful Pearls choral group.
Thank you, Laura, for your enriching addition to our church life.

Volunteer Corner



Helping Hands of Cass County - Annual Report
Due to the threat of COVID-19, the Helping Hands annual dinner was canceled.
We did, however, receive a copy of the Annual Report, and below are some

highlights from this report.
Total Served in 2019 all programs

CSFP – Commodities Senior Food Program 816
TEFAP – The Emergency Food Assistance
Program 1704
Mobile Pantry – Feeding America 1683
SABPP – Sam Adams Back Pack Program 424
M.O.W. – Meals on Wheels 720
SANTA – Small Business Saturday – Toy Distr.
81
Helping Hands Food Pantry 2499
HH Other Services 101
Total Served 2019 8028

2018 Total clients served all programs 5416
Increase in total served by 2612

Helping Hands continues to be open Monday
- Thursday, back door only. Please continue
to bring in shelf-stable food and personal
products for our shopping cart. Thank you.



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1
May Day

2

3
Worship 10 AM
Communion

Patti Panse
Melissa Tobakos

4

Alek Dahlgren

5 6 7 8 9

10
Worship 10 AM

Trustees Meet

Sue & Bill Loux

11 12 13

Frank Tobakos

14 15 16

Lauren
Woodhouse

17
Worship 10 AM

Noisy Offering-
Domestic Assault

Center

18

Bill & Erin
Westrate

20 21 22 23
Food Pantry at
Lutheran Church

11:30 - 1:00

24
Worship 10 AM

CLC Meets

25 26

Kaye Weller

27 28 29

Char Hiemstra

30

31
Worship 10 AM

HEARTY
FELLOWSHIP

LUNCH

If your special date does not appear on this calendar, please let the office know.


