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Worship God.
Follow Jesus.
Serve Others.
“Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary
place, where he prayed.” Mark 1:35
Dear Friends in Christ,
Sometimes when we converse about, or practice the discipline of prayer, we refer to the form that our
discipline takes. In other words, we speak about how our prayer sounds, what posture we assume,
what time we pray, or how long. From the scripture reference above, Mark records for us just one
instance of our Lord at prayer. We learn that on this occasion, Jesus prayed early in the morning and
in a solitary place.
Rather than understanding this reference as instruction for how to pray, we would do better to
recognize that this reference describes why Jesus prayed and why He prayed the way He did. Jesus
was in much demand, pressed by the crowds for more healing, deliverance and guidance. So Jesus
found it necessary to find a time and place where He could reconnect with the heavenly Father and
receive the strength, power and wisdom for continued ministry. Jesus needed a time and place
without interruption and distraction. So He rose early in the day and found a solitary place.
During this season of Lent many of us desire to reconnect with our Lord and receive for ourselves the
strength, power and wisdom for living and serving. Early and alone may be the time and place for us
to pray earnestly. It may be just the right model for us to practice and develop our significant prayer
life.
But if this “form” doesn’t work for you, don’t give up. Keep trying and practicing until you find the
prayer model that works best for you. In my recent study and reading I discovered a reference to
prayer that was a blessing and a challenge for me. The writer suggested that effective prayer is not
so much a particular “form” but connection with a Divine “force”.
Jesus knew this fact and so can we. We, like Jesus, need to live and pray in connection with the
Divine Force. I invite you in this holy season of Lent to access the power of God through the
discipline and practice of prayer. You will be blessed.
Prayerfully yours,
Wade Panse, Pastor

From Pastor Karen Wheat
In the scriptures we read that after being baptized by John in the Jordan River, Jesus went off
alone into the wilderness. I imagine he just hung out a sign on the door of the Carpenter Shop:
OUT FOR FORTY – FIX YOUR OWN FURNITURE!
Jesus gave roughly a tenth of a year to prayer, fasting , and asking himself what it meant to be
Jesus.
We are right in the middle of this season of Lent, during which Christians are supposed to ask
what it means to be themselves. These 40 days are meant to carefully examine the kind of life
we are living ; what we are doing and what we are failing to do. Lent does not end until April 3,
so for the remainder of Lent ask yourself:
 Of all the things I have done in my life, which is the one I would most like to undo?
 Which of the things I have done makes me happiest?
 If I only had one last message to leave to the handful of those who are most important to
me, what would it be in 25 words or less?
 When I look at my face in the mirror, who do I see in it that I like the most, and who do I
see that I most deplore?
 If Jesus were to ask me, “Is God really the center of your life and do you really want to
follow me?” How would I answer?
To try to answer questions like these is to give more than lip-service to really living life as a
Christian. It helps us to understand more clearly who we are, where we’re going, and where
we’re growing or failing to grow.
Let’s use the remainder of these days of Lent to do some real soul searching. Let’s see what
things in our lives we need to adjust and what things are going well. In other words, lets do a
little Lenten “Hokey Pokey and turn ourselves around,” so that on Easter we can really
celebrate God’s Love, Christ’s Sacrifice, the Holy Spirits guidance, and our salvation, because
“that’s what it’s all about!”
Blessing for a Continued Observance of a Holy Lent!
Pastor Karen

UMCOR Sunday March 14
When disaster strikes around the globe—Ice Storms in Texas, Alabama and North
Carolina Tornados, Multiple Hurricanes in the Southern and Eastern US, earthquakes
around the world —so many watching the drama unfold on our living room televisions
feel entirely helpless. How could any one person make a difference in the wake of such
widespread devastation? As responders around the globe scramble to help survivors,
the United Methodist Committee on Relief, UMCOR, is prepared to act. So don’t be
fooled by the word committee.
Since 1940, when UMCOR’s forerunner was established to meet the needs of those
suffering overseas at the onset of World War II, we’ve continued to respond to those in
desperate need—today throughout more than eighty countries around the world.
The response of UMCOR isn’t something “they” do, it’s something “we” do.
When You Give You Equip Christ’s Body to Serve in His Name
That’s because your generous giving to UMCOR Sunday (formerly One Great Hour
of Sharing) is what allows UMCOR to act as the arms and legs of Christ’s church,
moving toward the most vulnerable in their darkest days. Convinced that all people
have God-given worth and dignity—without regard to race, religion or gender—
together we are assisting those impacted by crisis or chronic need.
Because you give, the United Methodist Church’s compassionate response to human
suffering continues today:
When tornadoes ripped through North Carolina, we responded
 When children in Zimbabwe lost parents to AIDS, we responded
 When the snow and ice crippled Texas and Oklahoma, we responded
 And when the next mass crisis occurs, we will be prepared to respond
UMCOR will be able to offer aid in Jesus’ name to those who suffer because United
Methodists give through UMCOR Sunday, (formerly One Great Hour of Sharing). In
fact, it’s your generous giving that allows us to respond when disaster strikes.


Not “they.” We.
Ensure the United Methodist Church Can Keep Helping
Will you continue to give to UMCOR Sunday (formerly One Great Hour of Sharing)?
Will you continue to meet the needs of the children, families and communities who’ve
experienced devastation in the wake of disaster? (continued…)

When we meet the needs of those who suffer we actually minister to Jesus, who said:
“I was hungry and you gave me food to eat. I was thirsty and you gave me a drink. I
was a stranger and you welcomed me. I was naked and you gave me clothes to wear.
I was sick and you took care of me. I was in prison and you visited me.” (Mt. 25:35-36,
CEB)
As we respond, we recognize Jesus in those who are reeling in the wake of disaster.
Please give generously. Gifts can be given through Cassopolis UMC, making sure you
designate it for UMCOR relief or directly to UMCOR via the mail to the following
address.

To give by mail:
Send checks to: GCFA
P.O. Box 340029
Nashville, TN 37203
MARCH 17,ST. PATRICK’S DAY
Here is a prayer from St. Patrick:
Christ with me,
Christ before me,
Christ behind me,
Christ in me,
Christ beneath me,
Christ above me,
Christ on my right,
Christ on my left,
Christ when I lie down,
Christ when I sit down,
Christ when I arise,
Christ in the heart of every one who thinks of me,
Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks of me,
Christ in every eye that sees me,
Christ in every ear that hears me.
Amen

NO COMMUNION FIRST SUNDAY IN MARCH
We began Lent with Communion, and as part of our Lenten discipline we will
abstain from that glorious celebration until Easter Sunday, April 3. We do this for
two reasons.
 One to prepare ourselves for the Glorious Celebration of Jesus’ Resurrection on
Easter Sunday.
 Two, because it will be the first time, in a very long time, that we will be able to
have communion in person.
For these two reasons, we believe that this makes it an even more joyous
celebration. John Wesley considered communion a means of grace, but not the only
one. So I encourage you to focus on the rest of the means of grace.
John Wesley taught that God's grace is unearned and that we were not to be idle
waiting to experience grace but we are to engage in the means of grace. The means
of grace are ways God works invisibly in disciples, hastening, strengthening; and
confirming faith so that God's grace pervades in and through disciples. As we look
at the means of grace today, they can be divided into works of piety and the works
of mercy.
1. Works of Piety
Individual Practices – reading, meditating and studying the scriptures, prayer,
fasting, regularly attending worship, healthy living, and sharing our faith
Communal Practices – regularly share in the sacraments, Christian conferencing
(accountability to one another), and Bible study
2. Works of Mercy
Individual Practices - doing good works, visiting the sick, visiting those in prison,
feeding the hungry, and giving generously to the needs of others
Communal Practices – seeking justice, ending oppression and discrimination (for
instance Wesley challenged Methodists to end slavery), and addressing the needs of
the poor
Through these practices we can grow spiritually as individuals and congregations,
thus doing our part for the transformation of the world. Think about how you can
add some, or all of these, to your Lenten Journey.

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE

Palm Sunday
Palm Sunday, March 28 at 10AM will be our first “In-Person” in a very long
time. This will be Pastor Karen’s last Sunday, as Pastor Wade returns for the
Celebration of Easter. This service will also be available online all day Palm
Sunday.

REOPENING SAFEGUARDS for the church

As you probably anticipate, we will be seated in pews, but with respect for required
social distancing to minimize exposure to COVID infection. While you may be seated
as couples, or family groups, the available seating will be every other pew and distance
between individuals, couples and families will be observed. Masks must be worn at all
times over both nose and mouth while in the church building. Words for singing or
reciting will be viewed on screen, bulletins will be located in the pew racks, and tithes
and offerings may be placed in the offering plate as you enter or exit the sanctuary.
Regrettably, there will be no serving of refreshments before or after worship, and any
visiting, conversation or socializing should occur outside the church, before or after our
worship together. As in other venues, we are asked to not shake hands or embrace
one another physically.
Our church will be thoroughly cleaned before and after each service of worship. The
bathrooms will be sanitized especially well and hand sanitizer will be placed in
numerous places around the church building for each one’s use.
Will all of that said, you will recognize that the conditions and restrictions are no greater
than most places we visit, shop, work, eat or school. So once again, if you are
confident, comfortable and healthy, we encourage you to return to worship at the
church on Sunday, March 28, Palm Sunday. It will be a joy to see one another again.

LENT: PREPARING FOR SONRISE
On February 22 we received another
check from the Harding’s Rewards
program in the amount of $45.83.
Thank you to all who participate in this
easy and lucrative program. If you are
not signed up, call the church office or
go to Harding’s Rewards and join!

Can you sing? Play the guitar, violin or piano? Do you know
someone who can? We would welcome any special music to our
weekly online or in-person worship. Please let the office know if you
can provide.

LENTEN SERMON SERIES
We will observe Lent with a Series of Sermons based on Adam Hamilton’s book
24 Hours That Changed the World. This book covers the last days of Jesus and
what they mean for us. The schedule is as follows:
3-7
3-14
3-21
3-28

Condemned By the Righteous
Jesus, Barabbas, and Pilate
The Torture and Humiliation of the King
The Crucifixion (Palm Sunday)

NO BUNNY LOVES YOU LIKE JESUS!

March/April Upper Rooms are now available.
Pick up one in the mailbox by the back door to
the church, stop into the office, or ask to have
one mailed. Of course, you may also pick one

As we open the church for worhip, we will hopefully have flower
arrangements or bouquets on the altar each Sunday, especially
since April contains Easter and the first day of Spring. You may
sign up on the sign-up sheet in Wood Hall or let the office know.

DON’T FORGET…..

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

2

3

4

5

6

Iva Zillmer

7

Worship 10 AM
On-Line
Communion

14

Worship 10 AM
On-Line
DAYLIGHT
SAVINGS TIME
BEGINS (spring
forward)

21

Worship 10 AM
On-Line

8

Ed Atkinson

9

10

11

12

13

17

18

19

20

Robert (Bill)
Checkley

15

16
Sewing Sowers
10 AM

22

St Patrick’s Day

24

FIRST DAY OF
SPRING

25

26

27
Mike & Char
Hiemstra
Lutheran
Church food
pantry 11:30 - 1

28

Worship 10 AM
IN-PERSON

29

31

PALM SUNDAY
HOLY WEEK
BEGINS

If your special date does not appear on this calendar, please let the office know.

