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Greetings, My Friends,

Worship God.
Follow Jesus.
Serve Others.

What this World Needs Now is . . . Love, sweet love. How true that is!
After transitioning from a year full of illness and anxiety, we find ourselves asking, “What’s next? Is it the same
old same old?” I think not. We are a month into 2021 and as we look to the future, there is hope for brighter
days ahead.
According to the Christian calendar, February is still in the great season of Epiphany where we continue to
express our thankfulness to God for taking us out of utter darkness and bringing us to the Light of salvation in
Christ. And that salvation in Christ gives us hope for the future. As Christians, we know that the only way we
can really move ahead is to walk hand and hand in love and peace.
And that means all people walking and working in love, peace and unity. Walking and working together allows
great things to happen. Walking and working together brought about the COVID vaccine which will save
millions of lives. And walking and working together will bring the healing and unity so needed in our nation.
Together, walking and working with God, we can transform the world into the place God desires it to be.
February is also Black History Month in the US -- a call to come to terms with past struggles, to celebrate the
achievements of an oppressed people, and to reiterate our desire to ultimately overcome all forms of
discrimination and to live in love and peace with one another. Living with respect for one another in love, will
bring about the unity and harmony for which we all long.
And right in the middle of the month we have Valentine's Day, which is a great time to express our love, not
only to our "sweetheart" but also to God and our neighbor. February is a good time for strengthening
relationships on a personal, community and spiritual level. It is a time of love, healing, generosity, and
expressed gratitude.
Because of God's love for us, there is hope in the darkest moments of life. There is peace in the midst of
uncertainty and turmoil. Because of God's love, there is joy in the heart when our eyes are filled with tears.
In light of God's great love for us, let us to live the days to come in a way that models God's intention for this
world. Let us do our part to help make this nation and this world a place where people love God and neighbor
and live in harmony together!
Shalom, Pastor Karen

MESSAGE FROM PASTOR WADE PANSE
“Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting
you are God.”
Psalm 90:2
Dear Friends in Christ,
Change is often identified as one of the certainties of life. Most of us would concur. The list of these
certainties has famously included death and taxes as well. More recently you may have seen the inclusion of
computer crashes and data breaches included in the list. The changing list of these certainties of life is
testimony to the logical inclusion of change on the list. Sometimes change is selected or chosen. Other times
it is imposed and unavoidable.
Some changes are relatively small and personal such as clothes, shoes and meals. Other changes are much
larger and have considerable affect on our lives. Health, employment, unemployment, birth, death, marriage,
divorce would all be included on this list. But then there are even greater changes that affect a multitude of
people including us. Several of these latter changes have occurred and are occurring in 2020 and 2021.
The biggest change to have occurred is that of the global pandemic named COVID-19. This virus has infected
and effected our entire world medically, physically, economically, relation-ally and socially. Hopefully and
prayerfully the worst is behind us and we can now move forward with vaccination, management and recovery.
The world as we have known it, and traveled in it, will have forever changed. But we will adapt and be well.
A second large change to effect all of us to some degree is that of a new U.S. President and Administration.
Performance, policy, platform and position always changes with the election and inauguration of a new
President. And whether we are pleased with the person holding office or not, we will all be effected in some
way as change will occur within our nation.
Finally, a third large change is having an effect on all people called United Methodist. The 2020 General
Conference of our world wide denomination (which was necessarily rescheduled from May 2020 to August
2021 because of COVID concerns) has on its agenda the dissolution of the UMC as we have known it since
1968. Three or more new denominations will appear in its place. New names, new logo, new structure, new
Discipline and new procedure will be formed by each of the new denominations, and each local church will be
effected to some degree.
With all of these changes (and many more not here addressed) it is comforting and encouraging to know that
our God does not change. Long before the formation of the earth and the world, our God existed and reigns
supreme. Some words from a fond and familiar hymn speak well to these days:
Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father
there is no shadow of turning with Thee
Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not
as Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be.
Keep praying and keep the faith,
Wade Panse, Pastor

HOW WILL YOU OBSERVE LENT 2021?
Lent begins February 17, Ash Wednesday. Is it going to make any difference in you life this
year? Is it supposed to? Is it important? First lets look at some history concerning the
meaning of Lent. (See this newsletter for our Ash Wednesday Service plan)
What is Ash Wednesday?
Each year, Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent and is always 46 days before Easter
Sunday. Lent is a 40-day season (not counting Sundays) marked by repentance, fasting,
reflection, and ultimately celebration. The 40-day period represents Christ’s time of
temptation in the wilderness, where he fasted and where Satan tempted him. Lent asks
believers to set aside a time each year for similar fasting, marking an intentional season of
focus on Christ’s life, ministry, sacrifice, and resurrection.
On Ash Wednesday, the faithful spend time reflecting on their lives, confessing their sins, and
covenanting with God to be more faithful. Here at Cassopolis UMC, the ashes prepared from
burned palm branches from a previous Palm Sunday, will be imposed during a drive-up service,
February 15, 4pm-6pm. These ashes symbolize two main things: death and repentance.
“When we come forward to receive ashes on Ash Wednesday, we are saying that we are sorry
for our sins, and that we want to use the season of Lent to correct our faults, purify our hearts,
control our desires and grow in holiness so we will be prepared to celebrate Easter with great
joy.” With this focus on our own mortality and sinfulness, Christians can enter into the Lent
season solemnly, while also looking forward in greater anticipation and joy of the message of
Easter and Christ’s ultimate victory over sin and death.
When Did Lent Begin and Why Do We Observe It?
The history and beginnings of Lent aren’t clear. According to Britannica.com, Lent has likely
been observed: “since apostolic times, though the practice was not formalized until the First
Council of Nicaea in 325 CE.” Christian scholars note that Lent became more regularized after
the legalization of Christianity in A.D. 313. St. Irenaeus, Pope St. Victor I, and St. Athanasius all
seem to have written about Lent during their ministries. Most agree that “by the end of the
fourth century, the 40-day period of Easter preparation known as Lent existed, (continued…)

prayer
fasting constituted its primary spiritual exercises.”
( and that and
thatand
prayer
So, back to the original question, “How Will You Observe Lent this Year?” Maybe you will
give up something for Lent. Or maybe you will add some kind of service to others into your
daily or weekly routine. Maybe you will become more intentional in your prayer life. Or
maybe you will read your Bible more faithfully. There are all kinds of possibilities. Our
prayer is that you will find some special practice to help focus on the sacrifice Christ made
for you. With the practice of these Holy Disciplines and personal sacrifices, Christians can
enter into the Lenten season solemnly, while also looking forward in greater anticipation and
joy of the message of Easter and Christ’s ultimate victory over sin and death.

COMMUNION CHANGE
In February we will not celebrate communion on the First Sunday of the
Month. Instead, we will celebrate the Holy Meal on the first Sunday of
Lent, February 21. The reason for the change is that the sermon series
Pastor Karen is presenting, 24 Hours that Changed the World, starts
with a look at the Last Supper. So it seems appropriate that we experience
the sacrament on the same Sunday we talk about it.
Speaking of Communion…
Remember: If you would like a self-contained juice & wafer cup for
our at-home communion, please stop into the office. These cups are
just the right size and very handy to use. Thank you Dawn Atkinson.
We also have more masks available -- thank you Barb Keller.

One idea for Lent: PURGING!! Take one garbage bag
per day and fill it with things you no longer want,
wear or need. Then, these bags can
either go to Helping Hands or Good Will. In
40 days you will have a neater, less cluttered home.

DRIVE-UP ASH WEDNESDAY TO BE OBSERVED AT CASSOPOLIS UMC
Lent begins on February 17, Ash Wednesday. We will observe this Holy Day
with a Service of Ashes and Communion. Due to COVID, this will be a very different
kind of service, but one that we hope will help us prepare to Observe a Holy Lent.
Ashes and communion will be available any time from 4pm – 6pm, and the blessing
of the ashes will be available on-line all day Wednesday.
**The virtual service of consecration and blessing of the ashes will be
available on line any time that day.
1. Drive to the O’Keefe entrance of the church and enter via the north side of the
Here is the protocol for the distribution of ashes and communion:
driveway. Drive up to the church building, where you will be greeted by the pastor.
Stay in your car and the pastor will come to you. Enter from the north side of the
driveway, circle by the door, leaving room for others to exit from the south side.
1. 1. 1
2. Ashes will be applied using a Q-tip to avoid personal contact, and the communion
elements will be delivered in sealed and sanitized containers. You will also receive a
written liturgy of confession, repentance and forgiveness which may be read at your
own pace.
3. When finished, please exit using the south side of the parking lot.
Even though this is unique and different, it is our desire that this will be a very moving
service. Please begin your Lenten observance with this time of reflection and
repentance. If you have questions, please call the church office at 269-445-3107.

LENTEN SERMON SERIES
We will observe Lent with a Series of Sermons based on Adam Hamilton’s book
24 Hours That Changed the World. This book covers the last days of Jesus and
what they mean for us. The schedule is as follows:
2-21
2-28
3-7
3-14
3-21
3-28

The Last Supper
The Garden of Gethsemane
Condemned By the Righteous
Jesus, Barabbas, and Pilate
The Torture and Humiliation of the King
The Crucifixion (Palm Sunday)

During the month of January we have received over 50 “God” or “G”
dollars for the jug. This proves that even while we are not officially
gathering for worship, we are thinking of our church and carrying on
our programs. Thank you to all who donate, and let’s continue the
good work until we can be together again.

Cassopolis Schools are
open now, so our
collection of gloves, hats,
mittens and socks have
been taken to Sam
Adams Elementary by
Barbara Mesko.

These items will be
distributed to the
children who need them.
Please continue to bring
in warm winter wear for
kids in our community.

We are continuing to recruit music (vocal,
piano, other) for our on-line worship services.
Special music adds so much to a service,
whether online or in-person.
If you, or someone you know has a talent to
share with us, please let the office know. We
will make every effort to record at their
convenience. Thank you.

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING
This year why not help tackle hunger while you watch your favorite teams tackle one
another. How? Through the Souper Bowl of Caring.
The Souper Bowl of Caring is a youth-inspired movement, started over 30 years
ago, to tackle hunger in local communities. Mobilizing grassroots resources including
churches, schools, civic groups and caring individuals, the Souper Bowl of Caring
movement has created over $160 million worth of support that stays completely local.
This year is different for many reasons. But, one thing that is the same this year, the
need for hunger relief in our country has grown. Our local food charities need help!
What if everyone watching the Big Game gave just one dollar to local charities? What
if each person gave what they could to local charities? We would have a lot less food
insecurity in our country!
Here in Cassopolis we have the opportunity to participate in this special event. Just
follow the link to see what you can do to help relieve hunger in our community. All
money raised by CUMC will stay in the community and be donated to
Helping Hands of Cass County. This is the Link https://map.tacklehunger.org/donate/cassopolis
Thank you, in advance, for helping make a collective impact on hunger!

Your Generous Donations at Work in Our Community

We would like to thank everyone for their continuing financial support for our church
and our goal of serving the community. We pay District Ministry Shares every year to
the Greater Southwest District which serves this area of the state. For 2020, the
District asked us to use the money in the amount of $871.68 to help others for the Year
of Jubilee. During the year we collected our G dollars and the total was $872!
During the night of August 29, 2020, the Calvin Community Church was severely
damaged by a fire leaving only the original stone walls. The African American church
was 90 years old and is a very important part of the history of our community.
We used the Jubilee funds using the G dollars along with additional donations from our
congregation and Pastor Panse gave a check for $1,300 to the Calvin Community
Church to help them rebuild. We would like to thank you for being able to help another
church in our community in their time of need. Please continue praying for their church.
John Kelley, Financial Chair
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Greg Connelly

JoLynn Watts

Jane Moraw

Nova Rae
Keeter
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Brenda Willey

7

Worship 10 AM
On-Line
No Communion

8
Liana Heath

Mary Nelson

Souper Bowl of
Caring
Larry Garver

14

Worship 10 AM
On-Line

15

Sewing Sowers
10 AM

VALENTINE’S
DAY

21

Worship 10 AM
On-Line
COMUNION
First Sunday in
Lent

16

22
Jim Beebe

17
Kelley Nickel

DRIVE BY

24

Pat Hayden

Aleah Dahlgren
Lutheran
Church food
pantry 11:30 - 1

28

Worship 10 AM
On-Line

If your special date does not appear on this calendar, please let the office know.

