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Worship God.
Follow Jesus.
Serve Others.
“I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I put my hope...put your hope in the Lord,
for with the Lord is unfailing love and with him is full redemption.”
Psalm 130:5 & 7
Dear Friends in Christ,
It is part of our human nature to have hope. This placement and expression of personal desire
is learned at an early age and evident even in childhood. A child hopes for a particular gift at
Christmas, a certain teacher in school, sunshine for a visit to the lake, a hit at the next little
league game. As we age, our hopes mature with us. An adult hopes for a satisfying career, an
encouraging medical exam, a long and loving marriage, a quiet and peaceful end.
And it is likely that individuals have more than one hope. Multiple desires may be embraced
simultaneously and for considerable lengths of time. The truth and experience of this is
expressed in one word...wait. The writer of Psalm 130 expresses this clearly with repeated
statements of waiting. “I wait for the Lord, my soul waits.”
So while hope and waiting is shared by all, what differs is the object of our desire. And here
lies the witness of the Psalmist and the invitation of Scripture, “put your hope in the Lord, for
with the Lord is unfailing love and with him is full redemption.” Unfailing love and full
redemption certainly elevates the object of our hope and desire far above the temporal and
mundane things of life and this world. We are invited to consider (and hope) for things which
are satisfying, fulfilling, rewarding, freeing and eternal.
As we are created and designed to hold many hopes and desires at the same time, we aren’t
asked to abandon our personal dreams, but to include with them the love and redemption of
God. So, it is my hope that I may grow in the knowledge, love and understanding of God and
serve the Lord faithfully all of my days. And I hope Kentucky wins.
Hopefully and humbly yours in Christ,
Wade Panse, Pastor

LET ME KNOW WHAT YOU THINK
The sermons I am preaching in the month of July are based on four different, little
words. I wonder if you can guess what they are by how I describe them in each
sermon title.
July 4 – The Saddest Word; July 11 – The Word that Never Comes Back;
July 18 – The Hardest Word; July 25 – God’s Favorite Word.
Take some time to write down your answer. You can share them with me via mail,
email or text. Or just keep record of them for your own consideration. You are
invited to worship with us in person or online each Sunday in July and find our what
are the words I am preaching about. Pastor Panse

SEVEN PSALMS FOR SUMMER (PLUS TWO)
For the fourth summer in a row, we are offering a two month Bible study based on the book of
Psalms from the Bible. This summer we will be meeting in person on Wednesday mornings, 11:00 in
the Fellowship Hall of the church. You are invited!
Each week “stands alone” so you don’t need to attend every week for the study to make sense. Just
bring your Bible and enjoy the experience of God’s Word as we read, discuss, and receive inspiration
from the Psalms.
Here is the schedule for Psalms this Summer:
July 7 – Psalm 48
July 14 – Psalm 24
July 21 – Psalm 89:1-18
July 28 – Psalm 14 & 15
August 4 – Psalm 51
August 11 – Psalm 130
August 18 – Psalm 111
August 25 – Psalm 84

Ladies, Save the Date:
Sunday, August 29, 11:30 AM (following worship)
Bridal Shower & Luncheon for Sarah Wright
(More information will follow in August)

Coffee & refreshment
fellowship is
returning to CUMC!
We will again be
enjoying treats and
each other’s company
following worship!

Please take a turn and
sign up to provide
items to go with the
weekly coffee and
juice. Nothing fancy
is needed!
Thank you.

We also need two ushers each week.

Our wonderfully talented and generous group of “Sewing Sowers” have
used their skill to sow blessings on Pastor Wade and Patti Panse’s daughter,
Julie, who is currently undergoing chemotherapy. Below are photos of Julie
receiving her blanket and bag, and a few of our sewing group displaying the
finished blanket.

THANK YOU NOTE:
I want to take a moment to say thank you to all the Sewing Sowers.
I was given a beautiful quilt and bag that they made for me. I was very
touched that so much time, love, and prayers were spent on making that for
for me. It will definitely get a lot of use.
Thanks again!
Julie Shepherd

On Sunday, June 13, we joyfully honored our five high school graduates and one college graduate.
From left: Cacy May-Fox, Tristan Westrate, Jimmy Strukel, Anysia Heath and Audrey Fenwick. Not
pictured is John Drewno. We ask God to bless them in their future endeavors. Photo by Leslie Paul
THANK YOU NOTE:
Dear Pastor Wade and CUMC Family: Thank you so much for the very
generous gift and Max Lucado book. It was so thoughtful and kind of you all. It
was so sweet to think of me! I am so thankful for you and for the opportunity to
work with and see you all each week.
Love, Audrey Fenwick
Join United Methodists from around the District for a Kalamazoo Growlers Baseball Game!
Sunday, August 8
First Pitch @ 1:35pm
Homer Stryker Field (251 Mills St, Kalamazoo, MI 49048)
Purchase tickets online at GrowlersTickets.com
promo code: UMC
$10 – reserved bleacher seat and Growlers hat
$15 – reserved bleacher seat, Growlers hat, and meal voucher
Tickets and information: Justin Zeldes – 269.492.7410, justin@battlecreekbombers.com
All sales are final. No exchanges or refunds. All persons 3 years or older require their own ticket.

SERMON SCHEDULE FOR JULY - Great Words from the Bible
July 4
July 11
July 18
July 25

“The Saddest Word”
“The Word that Never Comes Back”
“The Hardest Word”
“God’s Favorite Word”

Genesis 4:7
2 Corinthians 6:2
Daniel 3:18
Revelations 22:17

+

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

2

3

9

10

Nancy Smith &
Mike Mahoney

4

Worship 10 AM
Communion

11

Worship 10 AM
Trustees meet
following
worship

18

Worship 10 AM

5

12
Tim Heath

Evie Westrate

8

13

Sewing Sowers
meet 10 AM

14

15

16

19

17
Cacy May
Carey May

Tim & Liana
Heath

21

22

Jeanne Garber

23

24

Betty Rutz

Bob & Diane
Sumption

Mike Hiemstra

Noisy offering Domestic
Assault Shelter

25

7

Keith & Sheila
Baker

Arden May

Worship 10 AM

6

Lutheran
Church food
pantry 11:30 - 1

26

28

29

30

31
Mike Fox

If your special date does not appear on this calendar, please let the office know.

