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Worship God.
Follow Jesus.
Serve Others.
“Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a
son, and will call him Emmanuel.” Isaiah 7:14
The scripture quoted above is familiar to many of us as it is often read during the season of Advent
and Christmas. It is often included in music of the season as well. Not surprisingly, it is also quoted
by scripture itself in Matthew 1:22 as part of the Christmas narrative involving the encouragement of
Joseph to take Mary as his wife. But in addition to the Isaiah passage being a part of our familiar
rehearsal of the Christmas story, it is a clear reminder of the sovereignty of God, the deity of Christ,
and the presence of the Lord in our present day.
The fact that Isaiah the prophet of God, lived and wrote in approximately 700 B.C., reminds us that
Almighty God rules and reigns in every century and has full knowledge of what has happened, is
happening, and what is going to happen. Here is an example of a prophet of God anointed to
proclaim and predict what God is going to do seven centuries before it happens. The prophet may
not know thoroughly what he is even writing about, but God does. And the gospel writer, Matthew, is
anointed to recognize the fulfillment of that writing with the coming of Christ Jesus into the world
through the virgin Mary.
The name by which the Son of Mary is to be known, Emmanuel, gives us a glimpse of the deity of
Christ who comes into the world and whose life we celebrate in the seasons of Advent and Christmas.
Emmanuel, God with us, is the meaning of his name, and an early glimpse into the evidence that
Jesus is divine, and God incarnate in the world.
“God present with us” is another assurance we receive through the sign that God gave through the
child called Emmanuel, born to Mary, a virgin betrothed to Joseph, who was himself in the line and
lineage of David. It is assuring, comforting and encouraging for us to know that the God of Isaiah,
Mary and Joseph, is the God present with us still today. Time hasn’t diminished the knowledge and
power of God, it has enriched it. The telling again of the Christmas story reminds us that God rules
and reigns, knows and controls, all that is going on in our present day.
So let us rejoice and sing this season, the wonders of God’s love and grace coming to us through His
Son, Jesus Christ. He is today, Emmanuel, God with us.
Wade S. Panse, Pastor

WHAT IS ADVENT?
From the United Methodist Book of Worship we read “Advent is a season of four weeks
including four Sundays. Advent derives from the Latin adventus, which means “coming”. The
season proclaims the comings of the Christ—whose birth we prepare to celebrate once again,
who comes continually in Word and Spirit, and whose return in final victory we anticipate.”
Unlike the calendar by which we usually mark our days, months and years beginning with
January, the Christian liturgical calendar begins with the season of Advent, four Sundays prior
to Christmas.
Each Sunday in the season of Advent is distinctively celebrated with the themes of hope, love,
joy and peace. Sometimes with varied sequence or wording, these themes are accompanied
by the colors of blue or purple present in the Advent paraments, stoles and banners. Other
visuals often include an Advent wreath (an evergreen wreath with three purple, one pink
candle, and a central white Christ candle added on Christmas Eve or Day). The Sundays of
Advent are also notable by the selection of Scripture reading and hymn singing related to the
themes of the Advent season.
We hope you will enjoy worshiping with us this season as we prepare for the comings of Jesus
Christ our Lord.
This season our church collected and sent 40 Operation
Christmas Child boxes to children in need around the world.
Thank you to Karen Wright for coordinating this effort, for the
Sewing Sowers who contributed dresses and pillowcases,
and to ALL who filled a box for a child.

Please check the back wall of the sanctuary for
Christmas gift ideas for our “adopted” family. This year
or family consists of a mother and three young
children. Please take a tag or two, wrap the gift,
attach the tag to the gift and return it to the church
by Decemer 20. This year the food for the family will
be given with gift cards to Harding’s Market.

This year we have two Toys for Tots boxes in our church. To participate,
simply place a new, unwrapped toy in the box. All toys will be given to
children in our community. The toys will be picked up by a U S Marine
Corps Reserve member on December 15.
This year, our church will not be participating in the Christmas Eve service at the United
Presbyterian Church. Of course, you are still welcome to attend the service at 7 PM on
December 24.
CASSOPOLS UNITED METHODIST SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

Our church has recently established a Scholarship program to assist our
youth pursuing higher education at a college, university or trade
school. If you are a member of this church and have a close relative who
could use a scholarship, pick up an application in the church office. This
scholarship program is made possible through donations and fundraising.

We have received notice that the Cass County CROP Walk
collected a total of $9,631, with our church adding $411. of that
total. A big thank-you to all who participated in so many ways!

Thank you note from the Navajo Quilt Project
Our Sewing Sowers group mailed some of their excess fabric to the Navajo Quilt
Project in Window Rock, Arizona. This week we received a lovely thank you note
from the women of the Project. Here is an excerpt:
United Methodist Church:
Thank you so much for the beautiful fabric. We appreciate you blessing our
quilters. Our quilters are thrilled and grateful for your contribution.
Window Rock is the capital of the Navajo Nation, and is a rural community.
Gallup, New Mexico, is 30 miles away, but is where most of the Navajo do their
shopping. There is one Wal-Mart and one Hobby Lobby, but supplies are limited.
We appreciate your kindness, and we are grateful for your blessing. We will
distribute fabric and supplies to our quilters; they are always excited for the gifts, as
they plan to put the fabric to good use.
May God richly bless your church and church family.
Sincerely,
Tonya Woods and Lola Woods
Window Rock, AZ

We are continuing to collect warm hats,
gloves, mittens and socks (no scarves, please)
for the children in our community. Please
remember to bring in some items for our
“mitten tree.”
Barbara Mesko is the coordinator of this
effort, and collects and drops the items off
at our local schools to be distributed to
children who need some warm clothing.
Thank you to Barb and to all who participate
in this project.

What a blessing it was to share our refreshment time with
Pat Williams and he family to celebrate her birthday. We are
all so happy to have Pat as a member of our congregation.

SERMON SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER

ADVENT SERIES: Songs We Sing at Our Savior’s Birth...Season 2

December 5

December 12
December 19
December 26

2nd Sunday of
Advent
rd
3 Sunday of
Advent
th
4 Sunday of
Advent
st
1 Sunday after
Christmas

Love
Joy

Peace
Christ

“That Love May
Abound”
“Sing for Joy”

“He Will Be Their
Peace”
“He Is Christ the
Lord”

Phil 1:3-11

Isaiah 12:2-6
Micha 5:2 - 5a
Luke 1:39-45
Luke 2:1-14

VOLUNTEER…VOLUNTEER…VOLUNTEER…VOLUNTEER
Please be sure to sign up to assist in worship during the months of December, January
and February - and beyond. Each and every Sunday we need ushers, greeters, altar
flowers and refreshments. We will also need worship leaders and children’s chat
volunteers beginning the first Sunday of January. All these tasks are easy and
necessary. Thank you for participating.

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

2

3

4

Donna Borst

5

6

7

8

9

Worship 10 AM
Communion

12

Worship 10 AM

13

14

19

Noisy offering Helping Hands

26

Worship 10 AM

16

11

Gretchen Kelley

Mary Bruegel

17

18

Toys for Tots
picked up

Graduation
cake for Mary
Wright
Worship 10 AM

15

10

20
Family Gifts
due to church
Carl Moraw

27
Cindy Peters

22

Zack & Carey
May-Fox

23

Sewing Sowers
meet 10 AM

24

25

Christmas Eve
service 7 PM
Presbyterian
Church

Carl & Jane
Moraw

29

30

31

Dawn Atkinson

If your special date does not appear on this calendar, please let the office know.

